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Re:  Opposition to Senate Bill 1124

Michigan Catholic Conference (MCC) greatly appreciates the dialogue we have had with Senator
Cherry and his staff about this legislation to address the health care needs of homeless and runaway
youth. However, MCC continues to have concern with allowing a minor child to consent to a wide
range of non-emergency health care for an indefinite period of time and, therefore, regretfully
opposes Senate Bill 1124.

Michigan law currently allows minors to receive medical care in an emergency situation and to
consent to health care in various other circumstances. For example:

e MCL 330.1707 allows minors 14 years of age or older to consent to behavioral health care.

e MCL 330.1264 allows minors 14 years of age or older to consent to substance use disorder
treatment.

e MCL 333.5127 allows minors to consent to STI or HIV treatment.

e MCL 333.9132 allows minors to consent to prenatal and pregnancy-related health care.

Further, MCL 330.1498h provides for the provision of emergency care for a minor at the hospital
when a parent or guardian cannot be located, with the hospital director proceeding with the best
interests of the minor.

While considering Senate Bill 1124, MCC worked closely with a Catholic Charities agency that is
a significant provider of services to homeless and runaway youth in crisis and their families. When
a child seeks shelter within a runaway and homeless youth center, the center must contact the
child’s parent within 24 hours to obtain permission to temporarily house the child. At this point of
contact, the parent would and should be able to be involved with any health care decision-making
that is necessary.

When a child is unhoused and not in the care of a youth center, they are in even greater need of
help to navigate their situation — beyond merely obtaining health care. The child clearly needs
assistance with safe housing, and likely food, transportation, and other necessities as well. No child
should be left to navigate this alone.

In light of this, MCC encourages utilizing the existing procedure for obtaining a guardian to assist

homeless or runaway youth through their situation and with any ongoing health care decisions.
MCL 700.5204 allows any person interested in the welfare of a minor, or the minor themself; if
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they are 14 years of age or older, to petition the Court to be appointed a guardian. It seems that
(2)(b) of that same statute would allow the Court to appoint a guardian in situations contemplated
by this bill: “The parent or parents permit the minor to reside with another person and do not
provide the other person with legal authority for the minor’s care and maintenance, and the minor
is not residing with his or her parent or parents when the petition is filed.”

While MCC opposes Senate Bill 1124 as currently written, we encourage this committee to further
consider that homeless and runaway children should not be left on their own to navigate health
care or other decisions. Rather, the child should be under the care of and guided by a legally
responsible adult, either in a shelter (following consent of their parents), with foster parents, or
under the care of a guardian, unless they are emancipated. And, if the child is in a temporary shelter
with the consent of their parents, then the parents should continue to be involved in making any
ongoing medical decisions. MCC advocates that this alternate approach would be most in line with
providing for the best interests of the child.

Michigan Catholic Conference (MCC) is the official public policy voice for the Catholic Church
in this state.



