
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Mary 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Cavanagh 
 

3. The cosponsoring senators’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
N/A 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Michigan Black Business Alliance 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
280 W. Adams Detroit MI 48226 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
Statewide 
 

7. Name of the senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Stephanie Chang, District 03 
 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 



demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
A state appropriation to the Michigan Black Business Alliance (MBBA) is an 
investment in Michigan’s small business community. It will help create high-quality 
jobs across the state across various industries, ensuring the economic strength of 
the state. Additionally, the investment in MBBA will support families, strengthen 
local economies, and keeping talent rooted in Michigan. This funding ensures the 
state is working to create economic freedom for tens of thousands of Michiganders, 
responsible employers who will be able to reinvest in the communities where they 
operate. It also helps grow the tax Appropriations Requests for Legislatively Directed 
Spending Items base that funds schools, infrastructure, and vibrant public spaces. 
Through this appropriation Michigan retains talent, sustains small business- the 
lifeblood of Michiganders- leading in the nation in the creation of thriving 
communities. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
$1,000,000 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["Federal","State"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Non-profit organization 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
Yes 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
Yes 
 



15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
Yes 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
KERRY BUFFINGTON Partner Owner, Kapstone Employment Services; KANDISS 
ECTON Insurance Agent, Kandiss Ecton Insurance and Financial Services, Inc.; 
JERMAINE RUFFIN Vice President, Invest Detroit; JAY WILLIAMS, PMP Manager, DTE 
Public Affairs; DONALD RENCHER, ESQ. President and CEO, Hudson Webber 
Foundation; JOSEPH BOWMAN Owner & CEO, Humble Brothers, LLC; RODERICK 
HARDAMON CEO & Chief Strategist, URGE Imprint LLC; JEHAN CRUMP-GIBSON, 
ESQ. Managing Partner, Great Lakes Legal Group PLLC; MEAGAN DUNN CEO, 
Covenant House Michigan; SHAQUILA MYERS 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring senator nor the sponsoring senator's staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
Q4 2025 complete 2029 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


