
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Ed 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
McBroom 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
N/A 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Wakefield Township 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
414 North County Rd. 519, Wakefield, MI 49968 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
N/A 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Sen. Ed McBroom, 38th District 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
This funding request for Wakefield Township is to support crucial infrastructure for 
site readiness purposes that are necessary for the Township to pursue economic 
development opportunities. Site readiness, or lack thereof, is commonly cited as a 
factor in investment decisions by businesses and venture funds considering 
Michigan-based opportunities. An opportunity before the Township offers a 
generational opportunity to create hundreds of good-paying jobs to support local 
families and bolster the national supply chain and defense capabilities. However, 
site investment is needed to encourage investment in the area.  More specifically, 
fulfillment of this request will permit Wakefield Township to invest in: 1) Road 
upgrades: County Road 519 will be improved for all-season use, bolstering the 
area’s existing industry and local tourism. 2) Power grid fortification: A connection 
from the substation south of Ironwood across western Gogebic County will increase 
regional capacity and reliability for the residents of City of Ironwood, City of 
Bessemer, City of Wakefield, Erwin Township, Charter Township of Ironwood, 
Bessemer Township, and Wakefield Township. 3) Telecommunications 
improvements: expanded and enhanced access will improve cell, data, and 
broadband service regionally.   While $50 million is requested, there is more than 
$100 million in infrastructure work to be completed. A public investment toward 
upgrades in the area will ensure private capital is attracted to the area to complete 
the remaining infrastructure work.  Wakefield Township understands and affirms 
that, as the fiduciary of an investment of the public’s money that will safeguard this 
investment to ensure these funds are expended solely for the benefit of roads, 
power and telecommunications that further economic development opportunity for 
the community.  This infrastructure investment from the State is an appropriate use 
of taxpayer funding - it funds public infrastructure. It does not violate article IV, 
section 30 of Michigan Constitution since it will directly benefit residents and 
industry across the region as well as the State. The successful attraction of business 
investment will benefit the local, regional and state economy, and will generate tax 
revenue for the state and local units of government that exceeds the amount 
requested in this grant. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 



10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
50,000,000 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["None"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Local unit of government 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
N/A 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
N/A 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
N/A 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
N/A 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
Anticipated start date of October 2025 and completion estimated at September 
2028 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


