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Appropriations Requests for Legislatively
Directed Spending Items

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name
Sylvia

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name
Santana

3. The cosponsoring senators’ names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at
question #9 below.

n/a

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient:
Kids Food Basket

5. Physical address of the recipient:
1300 Plymouth Ave. NE Grand Rapids 49505

6. Ifthere is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity:
n/a

7. Name of the senator and the district number where the legislatively directed
spending item is located:
Mark E. Huizenga - District 30



8.

10.

11.

12.

Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan
Constitution.

Kids’ Food Basket (KFB) is facing unprecedented demand for its Sack Suppers and
nutrition services across West Michigan, with requests coming from urban,
suburban, and rural schools. To meet this urgent need, KFB is requesting $1.5
million in state funding to expand its food security efforts. This funding will allow the
organization to serve more children in 62 existing schools and extend services to
additional schools, including those in Muskegon County, where access to healthy
food is critically limited. This investment provides a clear public benefit. KFB
delivers over 11,000 healthy evening meals each weekday, ensuring that vulnerable
children have the nutrition they need to succeed in school and life. In addition to
food access, KFB offers nutrition education to thousands of students and operates
two sustainable farms that provide hands-on agricultural experiences. These farms
also supply fresh produce—over 278,000 servings in FY24—through school-linked
pantries, directly supporting families in need. KFB is 90% philanthropically funded
but is currently experiencing rising costs, increased demand, and reduced
donations. Stable state support is essential to maintain and grow its impact.
Importantly, this funding request does not violate Article IV, Section 30 of the
Michigan Constitution, as it does not provide a gift or loan to a private entity for
personal gain. Instead, it supports a nonprofit organization delivering essential
public services—food access, education, and health equity—to children across
West Michigan.

Attach documents here if needed:

The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item
1,000,000

Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following
types of funding? (Check all that apply)

["State"]

Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the
legislatively directed spending item



Non-profit organization

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan
for the preceding 36 months?
Yes

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the
preceding 12 months?
Yes

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors?
Yes

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type

3 )

n/a.
Bridget Clark Whitney, Mary Command, Jessie Jones, Mario Cascante, Mary K.
Hoodhood, Menaka Abel, Charen Buyce, Matthew Cortez, Graciela Cruz, Timothy
Dudley, Max Gibbs, Dr. Ronald Grifka, Bob Kaser, Phalesha Kyes, Keith Rothstein,
Phil Sims

17.“l certify that neither the sponsoring senator nor the sponsoring senator's staff or
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively
directed spending item.”
| certify

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item
FY 2025-2026

19. Certification of accuracy
| certify



