
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Ed 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
McBroom 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
N/A 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Gogebic Community College 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
E4946 Jackson Road Ironwood, MI 49938 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
N/A 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Sen. Ed McBroom, 38th District 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
Gogebic Community College (GCC) respectfully requests a one-time appropriation 
of $1.75 million in FY 2025 to fund necessary capital and deferred maintenance 
projects.    stabilize operations and ensure uninterrupted educational and workforce 
services in the Western Upper Peninsula. GCC is facing a financial deficit this year.  
While the primary cause of the annual deficit is a budget error related to budgeting 
for the UAAL payments, GCC continually faces financial challenges due to the size 
of the college and the extremely low property tax values leaving us with few options 
to raise revenue.  A one-time state appropriation will afford GCC the ability to 
address significant capital needs while allowing us the time to address our deficit. 
This bridge funding is essential to give GCC the time and stability needed to 
implement cost-saving measures to address an operational deficit while continuing 
to serve students, employers, and communities in one of Michigan’s most rural and 
economically challenged regions. Background & Context • Critical Mission: GCC is 
one of only a few community colleges serving the entire Upper Peninsula. We 
provide open access, affordable education, and workforce training to students who 
otherwise face barriers of distance, cost, and opportunity. • Operational 
Challenges: GCC is currently navigating an operational deficit caused by a 
combination of factors, including a historically weak local millage base that 
provides far less operating revenue than most Michigan community colleges. • 
Funding Formula Inequity: Under the state’s current funding formula, GCC fares 
significantly worse than many of its peers, leaving us at a structural disadvantage 
when combined with our limited local revenue. Without adjustments, these 
inequities continue to compound financial pressures on the College. • Immediate 
Risk: Without short-term assistance, GCC will be forced defer necessary capital 
expenditures and to make abrupt program and service reductions that would 
directly affect students, employers, and the Western U.P. economy. The Request • 
Appropriation Amount: $1.75 million (one-time). • Use of Funds: Funds would be 
used to complete necessary capital and deferred maintenance projects.  With a 
policy change on how GCC can use a portion of the local millage this appropriation 
request would be applied to capital expenses (debt service, deferred maintenance, 
and infrastructure obligations). This in turn will free up local resources for 
operations, providing a responsible financial bridge to address the structural deficit. 
• Why This Works: o Directed toward capital needs that GCC cannot feasibly afford 
independently or via capital outlay, not ongoing operating expenses. o Time-limited: 



bridges a two-to-three-year period while GCC implements structural changes to 
eliminate an operational deficit caused by a budget error and historically low 
millage. o Responsible: demonstrates fiscal prudence by targeting dollars to long-
term sustainability rather than short-term relief. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
1,750,000 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["None"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Other 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
N/A 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
N/A 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
N/A 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
N/A 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 



I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
2026-2027 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


