
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
Sylvia 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Santana 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
n/a 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
THAW (The Heat and Warmth Fund) 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
535 Griswold Suite #200, Detroit, MI 48226 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
Statewide – This grant will serve Michigan residents in all 83 counties 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
Statewide 
 

8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 



demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
THAW has demonstrated the ability to provide direct assistance, distributing nearly 
$216 million in utility assistance to 300,000 vulnerable Michigan households since 
1985. I. Describe Need According to the U.S. Department of Energy, low-income 
households face an energy burden (the total household income spent on energy) up 
to three times higher than other Appropriations Requests for Legislatively Directed 
Spending Items households. This increased energy burden makes housing costs 
unmanageable for many and puts families at risk. THAW assistance to Michigan 
residents eliminates difficult choices between paying heat and electricity or food 
and medication, thereby helping residents reallocate resources to high high-priority 
needs, focusing on a mortgage or rent payments, groceries, school supplies, or 
transportation to and from school or work. In Michigan, this burden directly affects 
our ALICE population daily (Asset Limited, Income Constrained, Employed) — 
households that earn above the Federal Poverty Level (FPL) but cannot afford the 
basic cost of living in their county. Despite struggling to make ends meet, ALICE 
households often do not qualify for public assistance. The United for ALICE research 
center of Michigan indicates that out of Michigan’s 4,056,422 households in 2022, 
41% or 1,663,133 households were either below the federal poverty level or below 
the ALICE threshold. Michigan’s current utility assistance program, MEAP serves 
just about 50,000 households per year, with the new dollars hoping to reach as 
many as 335,000 households. This still leaves a tremendous amount of vulnerable 
families in need and unable to access resources. Support from this appropriation 
request will enable THAW to continue providing gas, electricity, and water payments 
that will help stabilize ALICE and low-income families, and prevent health 
emergencies, shutoffs, and homelessness. In addition to improving household 
stability, direct water assistance will also help reverse the ripple effects of blight, 
decay, and disinvestment in distressed neighborhoods. The adverse effects of 
prolonged poverty on the well-being of children are well documented and are most 
pronounced among younger children. As noted in the Kids Count Data Center of the 
Annie E. Casey Foundation, as neighborhood poverty rates increase, undesirable 
outcomes rise, and opportunities for success are less likely.  II. Why THAW? THAW 
currently has effective, established processes for receiving and processing 
applications for utility assistance. In addition, THAW provides energy education, 
advocates for customers, and has effective systems in place to pay utility providers 
across the state of Michigan. THAW provides utility assistance to vulnerable 
residents in all 83 MI Counties and reduces the chance that families will have to 
choose between paying for utilities or meeting other basic needs. THAW’s MEAP 



Program aids with electricity, natural gas, and deliverable fuels, such as propane, 
wood, and cherry pits. Utilizing other funding sources, we also provide water bill 
assistance. Providing utility assistance statewide for decades has required THAW to 
aid with diverse fuel types and work with many utility providers throughout Michigan. 
THAW is well prepared to continue to work collaboratively with all energy providers 
to assist vulnerable families. THAW’s streamlined and comprehensive approach to 
assistance helps stabilize families, neighborhoods, and communities. THAW has 
successfully managed government and foundation grants as well as corporate and 
individual donations for 37 years. For example, THAW has been a continuous 
grantee of the Michigan Energy Assistance Program (MEAP) from the state of 
Michigan since 2014. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
$3M 
 

11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["State","Local"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Non-profit organization 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
Yes 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
Yes 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
Yes 
 



16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
a. Tanya Hill, President b. Cedric Flowers, Vice President c. Waymond Harris, 
Treasurer d. Christopher Moyer, Executive Member-At-Large e. Pat Alexander, 
Executive Member-At-Large f. Shafiq Bari, Member g. Charles Bullock, Member h. 
Romano Curti, Member i. Laura Dickerson, Member j. James. L. Doak, Member k. 
Jennifer Ebenhoeh, Member l. Katey Forth, Member m. Raynard Jones, Member n. 
Robert Porcher, Member o. Rev. QuanTez Pressley, Member p. Assad Turfe, Member 
q. Annie Whaley, Member r. Mark Winter, Member 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
FY 25-26 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


