
 

1. The sponsoring Senator's First Name 
John 
 

2. The sponsoring Senator's Last Name 
Damoose 
 

3. The cosponsoring Senators names. All cosponsors must be listed. If none, please 
type ‘n/a.’ A signed letter from the sponsor approving the co-sponsorship and a 
signed letter from the member wishing to co-sponsor are required. Attach letters at 
question #9 below. 
N/A 
 

4. Name of the spending item’s recipient: 
Lake Charlevoix EMS Authority 
 

5. Physical address of the recipient: 
9251 Major Douglas Sloan Road, Charlevoix MI 49720 
 

6. If there is not a specific recipient, the intended location of the project or activity: 
N/A 
 

7. Name of the Senator and the district number where the legislatively directed 
spending item is located: 
John Damoose-District 37 
 



8. Purpose of the legislatively directed spending item. Please include how it provides a 
public benefit and why it is an appropriate use of taxpayer funding. Please also 
demonstrate that the item does not violate Article IV, S 30 of the Michigan 
Constitution. 
$3,000,000 needed to repay loans taken to build an EMS station to serve the needs 
of Citizens who are separated by the Pine River and Lake Charlevoix from the current 
station located in downtown Charlevoix and those impacted by the seasonal traffic 
hazards that increased tourism brings. The bascule bridge operated by the State of 
Michigan under the direction of the US Coast Guard crosses a navigable water of the 
United States and thus its function are mandated by Federal regulations cannot be 
interrupted by local authorities in the event of an emergency. The first priority of 
bridge operation is responding to the passage of commercial or official boat traffic. 
Over half of the total service area population (9000 residents) of the Lake Charlevoix 
EMS service lives north of the Bridge and when the bridge is rendered inoperable by 
mechanical failure or in certain cases criminal or terroristic activity, EMS staff must 
drive the 60 plus mile perimeter of Lake Charlevoix in order to provide emergency 
medical services. This creates both a response and fiscal issue as the roads to 
circle the lake requires over an hour to travel. The estimated costs of sending an 
ambulance with ALS staff is over $1000.00 and the ambulance must sit in a ready 
position on the northside until the bridge is functioning again.   These issues are 
exacerbated in times of inclement weather or more frequently during the summer 
tourist season when summer homes are opened and vacationers responding to 
various marketing campaigns flood the area increasing the population to a peak of 
150,000 over the summer months. This vast influx of people creates traffic 
conditions which prevent ambulances swift response to emergencies as there is 
only one route through Charlevoix to the north/south US-31 and one to the east M-
66. Typically, it can take 45 minutes to hour to travel the 1.1-mile route through 
Charlevoix in the summer months. By establishing a second station south of 
Charlevoix outside the traffic congestion we can serve residents as far south as 
Norwood and in the case of mutual aid in catastrophic situations as far as Elk 
Rapids. 
 

9. Attach documents here if needed: 
 
 

10. The amount of state funding requested for the legislatively directed spending item  
$3 million 
 



11. Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received any of the following 
types of funding? (Check all that apply) 
["None"] 
 

12. Please select one of the following groups that describes the entity requesting the 
legislatively directed spending item 
Local unit of government 
 

13. For a non-profit organization, has the organization been operating within Michigan 
for the preceding 36 months? 
N/A 
 

14. For a non-profit organization, has the entity had a presence within Michigan for the 
preceding 12 months? 
N/A 
 

15. For a non-profit organization, does the organization have a board of directors? 
N/A 
 

16. For a non-profit organization, list all the active members on the organization’s board 
of directors and any other officers. If this question is not applicable, please type 
‘n/a.’ 
N/A 
 

17. “I certify that neither the sponsoring Senator nor the sponsoring Senator’s staff or 
immediate family has a direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the legislatively 
directed spending item.” 
I certify 
 

18. Anticipated start and end dates for the legislatively directed spending item 
FY26 
 

19. Certification of accuracy 
I certify 


