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Appropriations Requests for Legislatively
Directed Spending Items

Date Submitted: 01/14/2026

1. Sponsoring legislator's full name:
Senator John N. Damoose

2. Cosponsoring legislators' names (if applicable):
N/A

3. Intended legislatively directed spending item recipient:
City of Sault Ste. Marie

4. Physical address of legislatively directed spending item recipient and the
intended location of the project or activity:
City of Sault Ste. Marie City Hall 225 East Portage Avenue Sault Ste. Marie, MI
49783. Project Location: City of Sault Ste. Marie Parcel 051-037-024-04 & 05

5. The recipient's employer identification number:
386004733

6. Requested amount of the legislatively directed spending item:
$8,000,000.00

7. What is the purpose and how does the legislatively directed spending item
provide a public benefit that is an appropriate use of taxpayer money?
The purpose of this project is to build a combined Police and Fire Department facility
to replace the current spaces, which no longer meet the needs of either department.
The Police Department currently leases a building that is undersized, showing its age,
and nearing the end of its lease, limiting its ability to support the department’s
growth. The Fire Department’s garage spaces are too small for current vehicles and
lack proper separation between sleeping quarters and office spaces, which creates
operational challenges. Both departments are also planning to expand staff in the
coming years, increasing the need for a modern, flexible facility. The new facility
would provide appropriately sized spaces for each department, a shared common
area, and a centrally located site near the Airport on Meridian, improving accessibility



and emergency response times. Combining the departments in one purpose-built
facility will enhance coordination, allow for more efficient use of resources, and
ensure both departments can operate safely and effectively while serving the
community and visitors. This project provides a clear public benefit by supporting
essential public safety services that protect residents and visitors. A modern facility
ensures proper storage and maintenance of equipment, faster emergency response,
and safer, more efficient working conditions for personnel. It also reflects the pride of
Sault Ste. Marie in maintaining high-quality, reliable public services that residents
and visitors can count on. From a fiscal perspective, this investment is an
appropriate use of taxpayer funds because it addresses critical operational
deficiencies, accommodates planned staff growth, and reduces reliance on temporary
or inefficient spaces. The project is designed to meet current and future needs,
providing a durable, efficient, and cost- effective solution that ensures the City’s
public safety infrastructure continues to serve the community well for years to come.

Has the legislatively directed spending item previously received or been
awarded any of the following types of funding in the past 5 years? If so,
how much? Check all that apply:

N/A

Amount
N/A

Estimated time frame for completion of the legislatively directed spending
item project:
Planning 2026 Project Development 2027 Building Construction 2028 - 2029

Additional Information for Nonprofit Corporations (if applicable)

The answer to questions 1 to 3 must be "Yes" for the nonprofit corporation to qualify for a
legislatively directed spending item.

1.

Has the nonprofit corporation continuously operated in this state for the
preceding 36 months?
No

Has the nonprofit corporation had a physical office in this state for not less
than the preceding 12 consecutive months?



No

3. Does the organization have a board of directors?
No

4. List all of the officers and active members on the board of directors:
N/A

Certification By Sponsoring Legislator

"I certify that my immediate family members, legislative staff members, and I have no
direct or indirect pecuniary interest in the requested legislatively directed spending item."

"I certify that the intended recipient of this legislatively directed spending item is not a for-
profit entity.”

"I certify that the information in this form is true to the best of my knowledge."
Senator John N. Damoose



