


Dear Citizen:

It is of primary importance that the general 
public increase its participation in the decision-
making process. In order to actuate this input, 
the citizen must acquire an understanding of 
the legislative structure and process and then 
organize concerted efforts to effectively demand 
representation.

Individuals can have an impact on specific 
legislative proposals, provided it is made at the 
appropriate time. Organized community and 
citizens’ groups can multiply the impact of that 
individual effort.

Organizing citizens’ groups to deal with 
specific community problems is extremely 
important. Such groups provide a focal point 
from which citizens can participate in the 
decision-making process and influence 
legislation.

The intent of this CITIZEN’S GUIDE is to 
provide some of the specific information needed 
to get in touch with the RIGHT PEOPLE AT THE 
RIGHT TIME to make your concerns heard. It is 
hoped that it will be a reference tool that will 
assist you in your efforts to be heard by public 
officials.

Cover:
The central figure depicted represents Michigan and appears in  

the relief sculpture of the Capitol building’s pediment. 
Photograph by Sandra Debnar
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MIKE ROGERS  (R–Brighton, District 8)
133 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515
www.mikerogers.house.gov
(202) 225-4872      Fax (202) 225-5820

DISTRICT OFFICE:
	 1000 West St. Joseph, Suite 300, Lansing, MI 48915.................................... 	 (517) 702-8000
				    Fax (517) 702-8642
				    Toll-Free (877) 333-MIKE

FRED S. UPTON  (R–St. Joseph, District 6)
2183 Rayburn House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515
www.upton.house.gov
(202) 225-3761      Fax (202) 225-4986

DISTRICT OFFICES:
	 157 S. Kalamazoo Mall, Suite 180, Kalamazoo, MI 49007............................ 	 (269) 385-0039
				    Fax (269) 385-2888
	 800 Centre, Suite 106, 800 Ship Street, St. Joseph, MI 49085....................... 	 (269) 982-1986
				    Fax (269) 982-0237

GARY PETERS  (D–Bloomfield Township, District 9)
1609 Longworth House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515
www.peters.house.gov
(202) 225-5802      Fax (202) 226-2356

DISTRICT OFFICE:
	 560 Kirts Boulevard, Suite 105, Troy, MI 48084........................................... 	 (248) 273-4227
				    Fax (248) 273-4704
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TIM WALBERG  (R–Tipton, District 7)
418 Cannon House Office Building, Washington, DC 20515
www.walberg.house.gov
(202) 225-6276      Fax (202) 225-6281

DISTRICT OFFICE:
	 800 West Ganson Street, Jackson, MI 49202................................................ 	 (517) 780-9075
				    Fax (517) 780-9081	
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DEBBIE STABENOW (D–Lansing)
133 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-4822
Fax: (202) 228-0325
www.stabenow.senate.gov
Term Ends: 1-1-2013

DISTRICT OFFICES:
	 243 W. Congress, Suite 550, Detroit, MI 48226............................................ 	 (313) 961-4330
	 221 W. Lake Lansing Road, Suite 100, East Lansing, MI 48823..................... 	 (517) 203-1760
	 432 N. Saginaw Street, Suite 301, Flint, MI 48502........................................ 	 (810) 720-4172
	 3280 E. Beltline Court, N.E., Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49525................. 	 (616) 975-0052
	 1901 W. Ridge, Suite 7, Marquette, MI 49855.............................................. 	 (906) 228-8756
	 3335 S. Airport Road West, Suite 6B, Traverse City, MI 49684...................... 	 (231) 929-1031

UNITED STATES SENATORS 
(6-year term, overlapping)

CARL LEVIN  (D–Detroit)
269 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510
Phone: (202) 224-6221
Fax: (202) 224-1388
www.levin.senate.gov
Term Ends: 1-1-2015

DISTRICT OFFICES:
	� Patrick V. McNamara Federal Building, 477 Michigan Avenue,  

Suite 1860, Detroit, MI 48226...................................................................... 	 (313) 226-6020
				    Fax (313) 226-6948 
			   Detroit TTY (800) 851-0030
	 524 Ludington, Suite LL-103, Escanaba, MI 49829....................................... 	  (906) 789-0052
				    Fax (906) 789-0015
	� Gerald R. Ford Federal Building, 110 Michigan Street, N.W.,  

Suite 720, Grand Rapids, MI 49503............................................................. 	 (616) 456-2531
				    Fax (616) 456-5147
	� 124 W. Allegan Street, Suite 1810, Lansing, MI 48933.................................. 	 (517) 377-1508
				    Fax (517) 377-1506
	 515 N. Washington Avenue, Suite 402, Saginaw, MI 48607........................... 	 (989) 754-2494
				    Fax (989) 754-2920
	 107 Cass Street, Suite E, Traverse City, MI 49684.......................................... 	 (231) 947-9569
				    Fax (231) 947-9518
	 30500 Van Dyke Avenue, Suite 206, Warren, MI 48093................................ 	 (586) 573-9145
				    Fax (586) 573-8260
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INFORMATION ABOUT ELECTED PUBLIC OFFICIALS
REPRESENTING YOU AT THE STATE LEVEL

In addition to the Governor and Lieutenant Governor, Michigan’s voters elect two other executive branch officials 
statewide—the Secretary of State and Attorney General. While candidates for the Office of Governor are chosen in 
the August primary election, candidates for the others are nominated at the regular party conventions. All of these 
officials are elected concurrently to four-year terms in the even-numbered year between presidential elections  
(voters cast one vote jointly for Governor and Lieutenant Governor). An amendment to the Constitution adopted by 
the voters in 1992 limits these elected executives to two terms (eight years). This limitation applies to terms of 
office beginning on or after January 1, 1993.

GOVERNOR
RICK SNYDER   
(R–Ann Arbor)
Term Ends: 1-1-2015
State Capitol
P.O. Box 30013
Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-3400

LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR
BRIAN N. CALLEY 

(R–Portland)
Term Ends: 1-1-2015

State Capitol
P.O. Box 30026

Lansing, MI 48909
(517) 373-6800

SECRETARY OF STATE
RUTH JOHNSON   
(R–Holly)
Term Ends: 1-1-2015
Treasury Building
P.O. Box 30045
Lansing, MI 48918 
(517) 373-2510

ATTORNEY GENERAL
BILL SCHUETTE  

(R–Midland)
Term Ends: 1-1-2015
G. Mennen Williams 
State Office Building

P.O. Box 30212 
Lansing, MI 48909

(517) 373-1110

State Board of Education
P.O. Box 30008

Lansing, MI 48909

The 8 members of the Michigan State Board of Education are elected at-large on the partisan statewide ballot for 
8-year terms, with 2 members elected every 2 years in the general election. 

John C. Austin (D–Ann Arbor), Term Ends: 1-1-2017

Nancy Danhof (R–East Lansing), Term Ends: 1-1-2013

Marianne Yared McGuire (D–Detroit), Term Ends: 1-1-2013

Kathleen N. Straus (D–Detroit), Term Ends: 1-1-2017

Casandra E. Ulbrich (D–Rochester Hills), Term Ends: 1-1-2015

Daniel Varner (D–Detroit), Term Ends: 1-1-2015

Eileen Lappin Weiser (R–Ann Arbor), Term Ends: 1-1-2019

Richard Zeile (R–Detroit), Term Ends: 1-1-2019
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THE MICHIGAN SUPREME COURT
The Supreme Court is the highest court in the state, hearing cases appealed to it from the Court of Appeals. In 

addition to its judicial duties, the Supreme Court is responsible for the general administrative supervision of all 
courts in the state. The Supreme Court also establishes rules for practice and procedure in all courts.

The Supreme Court consists of seven justices: the Chief Justice and six Associate Justices. The justices are elected 
to serve eight-year terms. Every two years one justice is selected by the court as chief justice. Although justices are 
nominated by political parties, they are elected on a nonpartisan ballot. A candidate for the Supreme Court must 
be a qualified elector, licensed to practice law in Michigan, and at the time of election must be less than 70 years  
of age.

ROBERT P. YOUNG, JR.
(Detroit)

Chief Justice
Term Ends: 1-1-2019

STEPHEN J. MARKMAN
(Mason)

Term Ends: 1-1-2013

MARILYN KELLY
(Bloomfield Hills)
Term Ends: 1-1-2013

DIANE HATHAWAY
(Grosse Pointe Park)
Term Ends: 1-1-2017

MICHAEL F. CAVANAGH
(East Lansing)

Term Ends: 1-1-2015

BRIAN K. ZAHRA
(Northville Township)
Term Ends: 1-1-2013

MARY BETH KELLY
(Grosse Ile)

Term Ends: 1-1-2019



YOUR MICHIGAN LEGISLATURE
Michigan’s Legislature is a sovereign and independent branch of state government vested with the power to 

enact laws by which the actions of the government and the people are regulated and protected.

The first Michigan Legislature, consisting of 16 Senators and 50 Representatives, met in the first Capitol in 
Detroit, which served as our state’s capital city until 1847, when it was moved permanently to Lansing. Today’s 
Legislature consists of 148 members, 110 State Representatives and 38 Senators, sent to Lansing by the voters of 
their separate districts. These men and women share an important trust and responsibility as expressed by one of 
the fundamental provisions of the Michigan Constitution of 1963:

The public health and general welfare of the people of the state are hereby declared to be matters of 
primary public concern. The Legislature shall pass suitable laws for the protection and promotion of 
the public health.

The direct link between the people and their legislators is reflected in the declaration at the head of every law, 
which reads:

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

The Michigan Legislature convenes in annual session at noon on the second Wednesday in January of each year. 
Each session continues until the members agree to adjourn sine die (without day), subject to interim recesses. 
Special sessions of the Legislature may be called by the Governor but are limited to the consideration of subjects 
the Governor places before the Legislature.
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The Legislature is apportioned every ten years after the official total population count of each federal census so 
that each representative and senatorial district has as nearly equal population as possible. Based on the 2000 cen-
sus, each of the 110 State Representative districts has approximately 90,000 residents and each Senate district 
262,000 residents.

Except for certain criminal convictions, any person 21 years of age who is a United States citizen and a regis-
tered voter in the district to be represented can be elected to either house of the Legislature. However, a legislator 
can hold no other public office except notary public. In addition, an amendment to the Constitution adopted by the 
voters limits State Representatives to three terms (six years) in the House of Representatives and State Senators to 
two terms (eight years) in the Michigan Senate.

The present Capitol was formally opened on January 1, 1879. This magnificent structure, which was rededicated 
on November 19, 1992, has been restored to the splendor of its original condition. The Legislature consists of two 
chambers. The Senate Chamber is located in the south wing of the second floor and the House Chamber is in the 
north wing of the second floor. The floors of the chambers are not open to the public during legislative sessions, 
but visitors are welcome to view the sessions from the balconies overlooking the chambers which are located on 
the third floor.

Both chambers are equipped with a public address system and an electronic voting system to record votes.

The presiding officer of the House is called the Speaker (elected from, and a member of, the House of 
Representatives). The Speaker Pro Tempore and Assistant Speaker Pro Tempore, who are also elected from and by 
House members, preside when the Speaker is absent or wishes to participate in debate. The Constitution provides 
that the Lieutenant Governor shall be the President of the Senate, but shall not have a vote unless the votes are 
equally divided. The Senate elects a President Pro Tempore, an Assistant President Pro Tempore, an Associate 
President Pro Tempore, and an Assistant Associate President Pro Tempore from its membership.

The House sessions are normally held on Tuesdays and Wednesdays at 1:30 p.m. and Thursdays at 12:00 noon. 
Senate sessions normally begin at 10:00 a.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. However, either house may 
designate a different hour for convening.

The proceedings of each day’s work are published in the Journals of both chambers. In addition, the records of 
committee action on all bills and resolutions are available for public inspection.

To make certain every member has the opportunity to become acquainted with legislation, bills in the regular 
sessions must be printed or reproduced and in the possession of each house for at least five days before they can 
be passed. Every bill must be read three times before it can be passed. The final vote on each bill is recorded in the 
Journals.

All laws must be published in their original words and be made available to the public within 60 days of the 
adjournment of each regular session.

During a two-year session, the Legislature will introduce approximately 3,500 bills—700-800 of these will 
become law. Proper consideration of the bills requires organization, time, and hard work. Legislators and legisla-
tive committees spend many hours of work on each bill before the bill is sent to the floor of either house for con-
sideration. The floor debate on a bill, seen by a visitor, is only one of the stages of the legislative process.

The people can force the enactment of laws, or reject some laws passed by the Legislature, through the process 
of petition—submitted to the electorate at the next general election or special election as set forth by the 
Legislature:

1) � The INITIATIVE petition, requiring 258,088* signatures of registered voters, is used to propose laws 
and to enact or reject laws.

2) � The REFERENDUM petition, requiring 161,305* signatures of registered voters, is used to approve 
or reject laws enacted by the Legislature.

3) � The CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT, requiring 322,609* signatures of registered voters, is used to 
amend the Michigan Constitution.

*In each case, a percentage of the total vote cast for all candidates for Governor at the last preceding general 
election at which a Governor was elected. 1) 8%; 2) 5%; 3) 10%.


