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COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 
October 17, 2016 

  
A joint meeting of the Senate Committee on Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security and the Senate 
Appropriations Subcommittee on State Police and Military Affairs was scheduled for Monday, October 17, 
2016 at 1:00 p.m., in the Senate Hearing Room of the Boji Tower. 
_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1. Testimony regarding SB 1097 (Sen. MacGregor). 
2. Testimony regarding SB 1098 (Sen. Knezek). 
3. Testimony regarding SB 1099 (Sen. Stamas). 
4. Testimony regarding SB 1100 (Sen. Hildenbrand). 

_________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
The Chairwoman called the meeting to order at 1:02 p.m.  She instructed the Clerk to call the roll. At that time, 
the following members were present: Chairwoman O’Brien, Sen.(s) Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck, and Knezek, a 
quorum was present. 
 
The Chairwoman entertained a motion by Sen. Zorn to adopt the meeting minutes from September 21, 2016. 
Without objection, the minutes were adopted.  
 
At 1:09 p.m., Sen. Emmons entered the meeting.  
 
The Chairwoman invited Sen. Hildenbrand and Director Redford of the Michigan Veterans Affairs Agency to 
summarize SB 1097 – SB 1100.   
 
The Chairwoman invited the following individuals to present testimony regarding SB 1097 – SB 1100: 
 Bill Dobbie, Veterans of Foreign Wars – Support  
 Jerry Gorski, Veterans of Foreign Wars – Support 
 Mark Sutton, American Legion – Support 
 Tim Hughes, Michigan AFL-CIO – Neutral 
 Tim Duplanty, UAW Veterans Council – Neutral 
 Ronald Olivarez, UAW Veterans Committee – Neutral 
 Mark Williams, AFSCME Local 261 – Oppose 
 Nick Ciaramitaro, Michigan AFSCME – Oppose     
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The Chairwoman read the cards of those individuals not wishing to testify before the committee regarding SB 
1097 – SB 1100: 
 Steve Grady, Disabled American Veterans – Support 
 Lino Pretto, Military Order of the Purple Heart Department of Michigan – Support  
 Jack Devine, Vietnam Veterans of America – Neutral 
    
There being no further business before the committee, the Chairwoman moved to adjourn the committee.  
Without objection, the committee was adjourned at 2:39 p.m.  
 
Date Adopted by Committee: November 10, 2016 


