Team Henry
1409 N Foster Ave
Lansing, M1 48912

September 10, 2016

To the State of Michigan Senate Judiciary Committee

We are writing to you today as parents, outdoor enthusiasts, drivers, and citizens of the
State of Michigan to ask you to please support SB 1029 (O'Brien), SB 1030 (Knezek), HB
5002 (Darany), 5003 (Callton), and 5004 (Callton). This legislation we feel is necessary and
vital to protecting the safety of our cyclists on Michigan roadways.

Our son Henry was struck while riding his bike on August 17, 2015. He was five years old
and with his sister, their friends, and their friend's mother who was watching them at the
time. They were biking to a park down the road form her house on a back county road. It
was paved but there was no shoulder and no sidewalk. They were on the side of the road
waiting for a vehicle to pass when the driver "got distracted" and ran off road into the
group, striking my son. He is here today for two reasons. One, he was wearing his

helmet. Every one of his surgeons and trauma doctors have told us that he would not have
survived the crash without it. Two, there was a trained first responder who just happened
to be driving behind the SUV that hit him and this man was able to start CPR, get him
breathing, and immobilize his neck while waiting for an ambulance. He was then airlifted to
Motts from the scene, where we stayed for almost a month. He had to have surgery on his
spine, fusing it to his skull and using a 5 inch strip of bone from his hip to help fill in the
gap. He also had a fracture to his spine near his ribs, and the nerves that control the
muscles to his eyes were damaged, resulting in yet another surgery but unfortunately that
problem is not going to be easily fixed. On top of that, there was significant hemorrhaging
and trauma to his brain. He has had to relearn to walk, eat, think, and function as a normal
little boy. He is still in therapy multiple times a week and constantly having to go to yet
another appointment with one of his specialists. He is a kind, funny, thoughtful little boy
who sure fights hard, and has exceeded every goal set for him by his doctors. We are
grateful that he is alive and with us, and furious that he has had to go through so much! We
look at his daily struggles and think about the woman who struck him, and while we realize
that life is not fair, it does not seem right that although the police found her to be 100% at
fault, her sole punishment was a ticket for distracted driving. This does not seem to us like
the law is taking situations like this seriously enough to deter accidents. We can’t help but
believe that a 5 foot mandatory passing lane, stronger punishments for drivers that strike
cyclists, and mandatory biker safety education as part of Driver’s Ed will have a large impact
on preventing accidents like our son’s. For our part, know that we are fighting to also
educate cyclists on bike safety, proper use of the roadway, and trying to make sure
everyone wears a helmet.

Thank you for taking the time to read this and to consider our plea.
CBucosy Collonden Kanwel Callender

Becky and Daniel Callender



