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 CHARTER SCHOOL OPENINGS -

% MYTH: There have been hundreds of new charter schools opening across the city of Detroit in the last few years.

schools opened over those 6 years, all charters. Those 20 yielded a net of only 5 schools over 6 years with 15 closures and 10

\/ FACT: In 2010 Excellent Schools Detroit called for 40 new schools in total to open by 2015, yet there have been only 20 new
schools converted to charters from traditional district schools.

X MYTH: Charter schools open randomly around the city with no thought or input to where they are needed or located;
sometimes next to a school that has empty seats already.

Further, capacity of existing schools should not dictate to parents where they should enroll their children. If parents are
seeking another option for their neighborhood, no one should be able to stand in their way of getting the right school for their

* o FACT: The biggest obstacle in opening a school is locating a quality facility, with even fewer located in neighborhoods.
: children where they feel it is best to locate for the families seeking those options.

:/ FACT: The vast majority of charter schools in Detroit, over 629, were in existence prior to 2009.
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. CHARTER SCHOOL CLOSINGS
x MY TH: There have been hundreds of closures of charter schools in Detroit in the last few years, which creates chaos.

FACT: There have been only 15 charter school closures in Detroit since 2010. Compared to 20 new school openings for a net
of only 5 new schools over 6 years.

¥ MYTH: Michigan authorizers are not willing to close bad charter schools.

« FACT: The Myth above says there have been too many closures creating chaos, so claiming that authorizers don’t close
enough schools is inconsistent at best. The fact remains that 15 charter schools have closed in the same time frame when NO
DPS schools have closed for poor academic performance despite Detroit Public Schools having the most spots in the bottom
5% for performance. Statewide, Michigan's charter school closure rate is 22%, higher than the national average of 15%.
When looking at the extremely small number of schools performing worse than their traditional counterparts, researcher Dr. 5
Margaret Raymond of Stanford University commented, “These findings show that Michigan has set policies and practices for

~ charter schools and their authorizers to produce consistent high quality across the state. The findings are especially welcome
for students in communities that face significant education challenges.”




¥ MYTH: Charter public schools in Detroit are no better than Detroit Public Schools, the worst performing urban district in the

v

country.

FACT: According to Stanford University's nationally respected research, charter school students in the city of Detroit are
performing better than their traditional public school peers, on average gaining nearly three additional months achievement in
reading and math for each year they attend their charter school. That's an additional 3 years of education over the course of a

student’s K-12 career.

Charter public schools in the city have the same levels of poverty and special education students. Several charter schools in
Detroit have as a mission serving at-risk and homeless students and are still providing impressive student cutcomes.

There are 27 schools that have been in the bottom 5% of the state’s top to bottom list for three consecutive years. Of those, 23
are DPS schools, three are EAA and one is a DPS charter school.
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3 MYTH: Charter public schools are to blame for the decline of Detroit Public Schools enrollment.

" FACT: According to the National Alliance of Public Charter Schools, enrollment for Detroit Public Schools fell from
approximately 139,000 students in 2006, to 49,000 students in 2013, a net decline of 20,000 students. At the same time,
charter school enrollment in the city grew from approximately 23,000 in 2006 to 39,000 in 2013, a net increase of 17,000
students. Detroit Public Schools’ net loss over 7 years was 90,000 students, of which 17,000 went to a charter school. 73,000

' students either left the city or are attending a traditional district school outside the city or a private school. They did not leave

for a charter school. Using the same analysis, Detroit charter schools were able to keep 17,000 Detroit students attending a

Detroit public school in the city.

_1_-IE IMPAC "_.OF CHOICE AND CHARTER

~ SCHOOLS ON DETROIT PUBLIC SCHOOLS -

X MYTH: Michigan policy introducing choice and charter public schools is largely responsible for the decline and current
problems of Detroit Public Schools.

+/ FACT: According to a 1993 report from the North Central Regional Educational Laboratory, DPS was suffering the firstin a
series of budget deficits in 1978, ranging from a low of $10 million per year to $160 million per year in 1989. A variety of plans
have been attempted going back to 1971 to address poor academic results, enrollment declines and budget deficits. District
choice and charter school policies, introduced in 1994, have been one of the most successful strategies implemented over 40+
years and were in response to the problems of Detroit Public Schools academic performance and financial deficits.

P I R N R AN AR S

CHOOSING A SCHOOL iN DETROIT |s

X MYTH: There are so many schools in Detroit that choosing a school in Detroit is too confusing and difficult for parents.

/ FACT: According to a scientific poll of Detroit residents and parents taken Oct. 22- 26, surveying 600 likely voters in the city
of Detroit ~ nearly half of whom were parents of school-aged children:

. s 64% of parents say that choosing a school for their child was easy (rating of 4-5), while just 18% believe it is hard.

. «  More than half of parents (51%) believe that the quality of education is the aspect of their child’s school that influences
. their decision the most.

. » Things that would make a decision easier would be: A greater focus on easing transportation issues (10%]), locating

. schools in ideal locations (6%) and providing mere information on schoals to parents (6%).

: » Nearly 91in 10 parents {87%) state that they are the primary decision-makers when it comes to choosing a school for

. their child.

_ HAVING CHOICE OF SCHOOLS IN DETROIT

X MYTH: Some say there are too many choices, too many schools for parents to consider in Detroit.

+/ FACT: According to the same poll of Detroit residents and parents taken Oct. 22-26:

+  75% of Detroit parents believe that parents need more choices when it comes to choosing a school for their children. _
+  829% of Detroit residents and parents, an overwheliming majority, believe that Detroit’s current system should continue, as
is, where parents have a vast number of choices when choosing a school for their children.
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3 MYTH: Detroit needs to centralize power into a single authority with control over charter schools and Detroit Public
Schools giving a Chief Education Officer/Superintendent of Detroit Schools sole power in order to increase the performance
of all schools.

v FACT: According to a poll of Detroit residents and parents taken Oct. 22- 26, surveying 600 likely voters in the city of Detroit
- nearly half of whom were parents of school-aged children:

PR R R S A

+ Most of Detroit residents and parents believe that schools should have independence in determining how they are run, and
should not be run under the control of a single Chief Education Officer/Superintendent.
»  B82% of Detroit residents and parents want to continue in a system that offers a vast number of choices.

% MYTH: Charter public schools in Detroit don’t serve special needs students, and as a result, DPS has a more significant
burden financially and academically.

spending amounts, when compared to other urban districts in Michigan and urban districts across the country. DPS also has
an overdependence on center-based programing that serves all students enrolled in charter or traditional schools. Students
are not likely to un-enroll in the traditional schools to enroll in a charter school only to go back to the center program for

&/ FACT: Detroit Public Schools over-identifies special education students and has one of the highest per special ed pupil
: service,

: Charter schools in Detroit serve a comparable percentage of special needs students when compared to the Michigan special ed
average percentage. Also, they serve a similar distribution of disability types, from severe to more common special needs.

Detroit Traditional and Charter School
Special Education Enrolilment Comparison

Special Education Enrollment

Any Special Special Education Special Percent of
Education Designation less Education Spec Ed
Designhation Early Childhood Designation Classification
{EC) less EC and ldentified
Placements
Detroit Public 18.0%
Schools (N=8953) 16.4% 14.3% 100%
Defroit Charter 92%
Schools {N=3367) NA 9.2% 87%
Distribution of Students by Most Common Disability Type
Specific Specific
Learning Autism Spectrum Cognitive Emotional Learning Otfher Health
Impairment Disorder Impairment Impairment Disability Impairment
Detroit Public '
Schools 18% 9% 19% 4% 31% 8%
Defroit Charter
Schools 22% 2% 6% 4% 47% 7%




