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March 11, 2046

Rabert A, Niblock, Chaitman
President and CED

Lowe's Companies, Inc.
1000 Lowes Boulevard
Mooresville, NC 28117

Dear Mr. Niblock:

We are public officials representing consfiivents and entities within or adjacent fo Marquette County, an area of soms 67,000 residents on
the shore of Lake Superior in Michigan's Upper Peninsula. We are contacting you to invite Lowes into a conversation about the role of

Lowes as a corporate citizen of our communiiy.

We welcomed Lowe's when it opened its Home Genter in Marqueits Township. We have appreciated the jobs provided and the broad rangs
of services and geods it offers, but much has changed in the lntewen]ng eight years. Lowe's, in 2014, successiully appealed the tax
valuation of its Marquette fagility o Michigan's Tax Tribunal using the new Dark Sfore tactic. These nilings perrmt ofherwise vital businesses
io be valued as if they were empty and unsuitable for other retail use, hence the ferm "Dark Siores.”

The aggregate impact of this policy is significant and is causing lasting demage to our community, .Gounties, fownships, and municipalifes
are now having to rebate millions of taxpayer dollars to refailers while suffering a permanent Ioss of revenue. Budgets are being cut from
police, fire and emergency services, from libraries, schools, roads, and parks. Services for youth and veterans are being severely curtailed
or efirinated. Our schools along have been required io rebate over $132,000 during the past two years, quite significant for a district of our
stze. Ouriibrary has been forced fo curtail its hours and close entirely for one day each wesk, A Youth Home for at-risk children has
permanently closed. And we are particularly concerned about the immediate and long-term impact on public safsty services.

Companies are certainty enditled fo the revenues eamed through legitimate business activity, but this misguided tax policy resets the ground
1ules by unfairly enabling businesses to augment income by draining puklic freasuries and shifting tzx obligations cnto consumers. While we
are actively engaged in statewide efforls to reverse this poficy, our focus Is To have Joval businesses act &s responsible corporate cifizens of

ouT community.

Wa recognize Lowe's stated “commiiment fc social responsibility” understanding that "L owe's cusiomers and employees are Inftegral fo their
communities and the foundation of our business. That's why, for nearly 70 years, we have invested in out communites.” These commenis
set Lowe's apari from other corporate retaflers who do not meke similar statements,

Lowe's now has a unique opportunily to provide corporaite leadership by playing a prominent and supporiive role within our community. We
invite you to mest with representatives of our group to explore how to achieve this, and we ook forward to your response. I you have any

questions, please contact me directly.

g 0. Gl

' Gerad 0. Corkin, Chairman
Marquette County Board of Corrmissioners

Sincerely,

Marguette County is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer




