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Why Third Grade Reading Proficiency
atters

Children learn to read
Then they read 0 [earn

At ¢th Grade, the instruction shifts from learhing to read to
reading to legrn. At this point, Children use their skills to gain
more information in subjects such as math anhd science to solve
problems t0 think CritiCally ahd act upon ahd share that
khouledge in the worid around them.

Up t0 half of the prihted ¢th grade CurriCuium is
incomprehensible to students who read below that grade {evei

If this key skill is not present, Children Can £all farther behind
in their ability to read and comprehend what they are learhing
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WhY Third Grade Reading Proficiency
atters

Chitdren who are not reading proficiently ih 379 grade are four
times more [ikely t0 drop out OF high sChooil.

Black and Hispahic students were eight times more likely thah
proficient readers to drop out of high school.

In totai, 9 out OF 10 high school drop cuts were struggling
readers in third grade,

Current Law

“a pupil who does hot sCore SatisFactorily on the ¢th or 7th
grade Michigah educCational assessment program reading test
shall be provided special assistance reasonably expected to

ehable the pupil to bring his or her reading skills t0 grade |eve|

within 12 months ACt 451, Gec. 801278 @)
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M] Assessment of ACademic Progress

Proficiency Rates

MEAP Reading Proficiency
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National Assessment of Educational
Progress

NAEP Reading Proficiency
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Michigan is Falling Behind Nationally
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50% Of 3" (zraders Proficient oh Michigah
Ctudent Test of Education Progress Progress
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Michigah Proficiency Rates Are Staghaht

» Only 70% Of 4" Graders proficient 2013-1¢ MEAP
- Little growth in proficienCy over the [ast severa| years.

« Only 29% OF ¢t Graders proficient oh 2015 NAEP.

— M1 ranked 415 natiohally in reading.
— M1 was one of ohly a few States to drop in rank.
— Detroit was the lowest performing city in the country.

+Only 50% Of 39 Graders proficCient in ELA on 2014-15 MSTEP-
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Gov. Snyder’s Early LiteraCy Taskforce

Governor Called for an inCrease in the reading proficiency of
Michigan’s children in his 2015 State Of the State.

A bi-partisan, bi-Cameral task force including Senators Phil
Paviov, Geoff Hanhsen, Huh-Yun Hopgood, and Representatives
Aganda Price, Tim Kelly and Adam Zemke were appointed to
the task force.

Chalred by John Kennedy, Grand Raplds Business Qwner, Vice-
Chair of Granhd Valley Gtate {Jniversity Board of Trustees.

Task force met weekly £or several months in spring of 2015.

Heard testimony ahd feedback from educators, stakeholder
groups, ahd poliCymakers.

Produced a report containing policy reCommendations.

TasikfForce Recommendations

1. Give every student the research-supported diaghostic and
sCreenhing instruments, instruction, and interventions
necessary for success.

2. Provide every educator with training to use diaghostic-driven
methods with knowledge and Fidelity.

3. (zive every parenht the inFormatich and support needed to
develop early |iteracy sKills, 0 parenht effectively, ahd t0
provide adeguate hotne-supports £or students.

¢, Implément K-3 Gtnart Promotion to ensure struggling students
succeed.

5. Provide [Michigan with aCCurate data about how our students
and schools are performing in growth and proficiency
compared to other states, ahd ah ahhual report oh our
progress towards the highest early reading proficiency in the
natioh.
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HB ¢822

Irtroduced on August 15, 2015
Includes:
« Early sCreening and identification of struggiing readers.

» Provides ifrterventions for students.

» [itergCy Coaches assist teachers in utilizing effFective methods.

A “Gmart Promotion” policy for students sighiFicantly behind.
— Allows for multiple measures of proficiency.

Passed by the House on Qctober 15, 2015

Michigah Thitigtives

» [Vjohey was abpropriated speCifically to improve Third Grade
reading proficiency.
— $26.4 mijlion

« InCreased at risk funding.
— 370 million

* Funding for hiring literacy COaches.
— 83 mitlion
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Ctates With Comprehensive Literacy Plahs

Source: Foundation for Excellence in Education

[essons From Qther States

Early Identification and interventions are CritiCal to success.

Better professional development Cah help teaChers better
identify and help struggling stucents.

A “Cmart Promotion” policy Creates a sehse Of urgency to
implement interventions effectively.

Good-Cause exemptions ghd alternative measures of
proficiency are effective ih sCreening ahd promoting students
whenh appropriate.

TRetained students in other states see inCreased growth ahd
confidence.

Gtrong leadership at the building levei is Crucial.
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TRICTS

HODL:
THIRD GRADERS MET

Support for HB ¢822

+ (Counci| of Michigah Fouhdations

+ Founhdation for Excellence in Education

« (Great [akes Education Project

* (Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce

* Grahd Rapids Public §chools

» Michigan AssocCiation of Public §Chool Academles
+ Michigah League for Public Policy

» Gtudent’s First
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Questions?
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