
 
 

 
April 28, 2015 

 
The Honorable Rick Jones 
Chair, Senate Judiciary Committee 
915 Farnum Building 
Lansing, MI 48909 
 
Dear Senator Jones: 
 
 The Detroit Regional Chamber opposed Senate Bill 4 and I would like to commend the request by the Senate 
Majority Leader in asking that a vote on this bill not be taken.  As one of the largest Chambers of Commerce in the 
nation, the Detroit Regional Chamber works to propel our economy forward and create a climate in which all individuals 
can participate in Michigan’s re-invention. 
 
 As you may know, the Chamber backs an expansion of the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act to include protections 
for Michigander’s regardless of sexual orientation and gender identity.  The Chamber knows that Michigan is engaged in 
a global battle for talent and that we should state clearly that all persons are welcome to utilize their talents in Michigan 
regardless of their sexual orientation and gender identity.  As this issue was discussed last year, some members of the 
Legislature indicated that and ELCRA expansion should be paired with legislation protecting religious freedom.  We 
oppose SB 4 as a stand-alone bill. 
 
 However, we are encouraged that Governor Snyder has indicated his opposition to the bill and that Sen. 
Meekhof has asked that this bill stay in committee.  The Chamber recognizes that individuals of good conscience both 
agree and disagree with the Chamber’s position and we are supportive of their opportunity to express their views.  
Leadership requires an airing of differing opinions, and the Senate Judiciary committee will certainly be hearing a variety 
of different perspectives.  The Chamber is grateful that this bill will not be moving forward in the immediate future and 
would encourage continued restraint, so as not to damage Michigan’s nation-leading recovery. 
 
 Thank you for your consideration of the Chamber’s position.  The Detroit Regional Chamber intends to continue 
to be a close partner with the Governor and Legislature in creating a Michigan where all are welcome to succeed.  Please 
do not hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns. 

 
 

Sincerely, 
 
 
 

Brad Williams 
Vice President, Government Relations 

 
Cc:  The Honorable Arlan Meekhof, Senate Majority Leader 
       The Honorable Jim Ananich, Senate Minority Leader 
       Members of the Senate Judiciary Committee 




