My name is Ron Stavale. I am the Immediate Past President of the Michigan Academy of
Physician Assistants. My initial involvement in health care began in 1972 as an orderly,
assisting the nursing staff at Harper Hospital in Detroit. Two years later I joined the Detroit Fire
Department’s EMS division where I spent over 7 years as a medic. After completing 2 years of a
Bachelor of Science in Nursing program at Wayne State University I enrolled PA in school at
Western Michigan University. Since August 1983 I have worked as a Hospitalist PA, currently
employed at Providence Hospital in Southfield and Sinai Grace Hospital in Detroit.

PAs were developed in the mid 1960°s when a North Carolina physician, trying to increase
access to care for patients in a time of a primary care shortage, discovered that returning medics
from Vietnam had received considerable medical training during their military service. Dr. Stead
created curriculum for this first PA program on his knowledge of the fast-track training of
doctors during WW?2 and the first 4 PAs in the US graduated from that program in 1967

The medical community helped support the new profession and spurred the setting of
accreditation standards, establishment of a national certification process and standardized
examination, and development of continuing medical education requirements.

Today there are over 180 PA programs nationally graduating over 7,000 PAs a year nationwide
and now because of that North Carolina physician there are PA programs in Canada, England,
The Netherlands and 7 other countries including Kenya. This international ‘export’ of the PA
concept is increasing access to care for millions of patients around the world.

There are 7 PAs employed in the White House Health Center and a PA accompanies the vice
president when he travels. Vice President Cheney was fortunate to have a PA with him on his
infamous ‘hunting trip” when a friend of his was shot by an errant shotgun blast.

In Michigan there are approximately 4,200 physician assistants and 4,800 nurse practitioners
currently providing primary and specialty care for Michigan’s citizens. In 1998 Michigan’s NPs
and PAs worked together to help promulgate rules that would allow Michigan’s physicians to
delegate the prescribing of controlled substances to PAs & NPs; the prescribing of controlled
medications by PAs and NPs was previously prohibited by law. This was a big step at the time
and it improved the ability of PAs and NPs to efficiently and effectively care for their patient’s
needs; because physicians cannot be everywhere at all times and patients’ needs are immediate.

In 2011 Senate Bill 384, sponsored by Senator Marleau, helped breakdown some of the barriers
limiting the PAs ability to providing care for patients including the ability to prescribe scheduled
2 controlled medications in the outpatient setting; which was not allowed in the 1998 rules
change. This bill also designated our names on prescription bottles for patient’s safety, allowed
our signature to be accepted on forms where the words ‘physician signature’ occurred, amongst
other key elements. Barriers to practice, however, still remain that reduce the PAs' ability to
provide efficient patient care.



Acknowledging the fact that physicians spend much more time in their education and
residencies, which offers them the necessary time to gain guided experience, is important.
Having the ability to call upon a physician when a situation exceeds our ability...a physician who
is vested in the care of that patient...is in the best interest of the patient. This is where a true
‘team’ is created.

Passing Senate Bill 68, in its current form, without including PAs would disadvantage the PA
profession by creating two sets of regulations for NPs and PAs which would negatively affect all
practice settings in Michigan. Hospitals would have to track and credential PAs and NPs
differently. The PA Task Force, the Allopathic and Osteopathic medical board would oversee
and regulate the PA practice while an Advanced Practice Board would oversee and regulate the
NP practice; all while the NP, PA and physician are caring for the same patients. There are
physicians on the PA Task Force and also PAs on both the Osteopathic and Allopathic Medical
boards.

We are proponents of eliminating the supervision and delegation terms in law, in part because of
the confusion and administrative burden it places in hospital settings. And by designating PAs
and NPs as prescribers, it would allow for the PA and NP to work under their own license. We
are in favor of creating Practice Agreements which would be at each practice site thus creating a
written and signed understanding of scope of practice in that setting. This practice agreement
would allow the evaluation of each individual provider's training, education and experience and
require the signature of each team member, which would include a physician. Hospitals could
currently rely on their credentialing system which occurs every two years and provides
certification and licensure oversight and providers can apply for more privileges as their training
continues.

MAPA worked very hard last session on legislative language that reflects this team concept. I
have provided this language to the committee for your review and, hopefully, you will see that it
is an equitable solution for both PAs and NPs and allows all participants to be autonomous in
their professions, yet working together in a team to provide the most comprehensive care to their
patients while practicing to the top of their education, training and experience. In our opinion,
this is the future of medicine and patient care: a team practice model that utilizes consolidated,
integrated care rather than fragmented care.

Thank you Mr. Chairman and members of the committee. I will be glad to answer any questions
you might have.







- PROPOSED LANGUAGE -
submitted by the Michigan Academy of Physician Assistants

SEC. XXXXX. (1) SUBJECT TO SECTION XXXXX, LICENSEES MAY FORM

A PATIENT CARE TEAM TO COLLABORATIVELY PROVIDE PATIENT CARE IN
THE BEST INTERESTS OF A PATIENT'S HEALTH. TO FORM A PATIENT
CARE TEAM, A PHYSICIAN AND 1 OR MORE ADVANCED PRACTICE
REGISTERED NURSES, PHYSICIAN ASSISTANTS, OR OTHER PHYSICIANS
SHALL ENTER INTO A WRITTEN PRACTICE AGREEMENT. A PATIENT CARE
TEAM SHALL MAKE ITS PRACTICE AGREEMENT AVAILABLE TO THE
DEPARTMENT ON REQUEST. A PRACTICE AGREEMENT MUST INCLUDE ALL OF
THE FOLLOWING:

(A) THE SIGNATURE OF EACH MEMBER OF THE PATIENT CARE
TEAM.

(B) A TERMINATION PROVISION THAT ALLOWS ANY PARTY TO
TERMINATE THE AGREEMENT BY PROVIDING WRITTEN NOTICE AT LEAST 30
DAYS BEFORE THE TERMINATION.

(C) A PROCEDURE THAT MAKES A PHYSICIAN CONTINUOUSLY
AVAILABLE IN PERSON OR BY ELECTRONIC MEANS TO MEMBERS OF THE
PATIENT CARE TEAM.

(D) IN COMPLIANCE WITH THIS PART, THE DUTIES AND
RESPONSIBILITIES OF ALL OF THE PARTIES TO THE PRACTICE
AGREEMENT.

THE PRACTICE AGREEMENT SHALL NOT INCLUDE AS A DUTY OR
RESPONSIBILITY OF A PARTY TO THE PRACTICE AGREEMENT AN ACT,
TASK, OR FUNCTION THAT THE PARTY IS NOT QUALIFIED TO PERFORM BY

EDUCATION, TRAINING, OR EXPERIENCE AND THAT IS NOT WITHIN THE



SCOPE OF THE HEALTH PROFESSION LICENSE HELD BY THE PARTY.

(2) THIS SECTION DOES NOT PROHIBIT A LICENSEE UNDER THIS
ARTICLE OTHER THAN A PHYSICIAN, AN ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED
NURSE, OR A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT FROM BEING A MEMBER OF A
PATIENT CARE TEAM IF ALL OF THE OTHER REQUIREMENTS OF THIS
SECTION ARE MET.

SEC. XXXXX. IN ADDITION TO ITS OTHER POWERS AND DUTIES
UNDER THIS ARTICLE, THE APPROPRIATE LICENSING BOARDS MAY
PROHIBIT A PHYSICIAN FROM COLLABORATING WITH PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANTS OR ADVANCED PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSES AS A MEMBER
OF A PATIENT CARE TEAM.

SEC. XXXXX. (1) BEGINNING ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE
OF THIS PART, TO ENGAGE IN PRACTICE AS A PHYSICIAN
ASSISTANT, A PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT SHALL ENTER INTO A
PRACTICE AGREEMENT AS A MEMBER OF A PATIENT CARE TEAM.

(2) TO ENGAGE IN THE PRACTICE OF ADVANCED
PRACTICE REGISTERED NURSING, AN ADVANCED PRACTICE
REGISTERED NURSE SHALL ENTER INTO A PRACTICE AGREEMENT
AS A MEMBER OF A PATIENT CARE TEAM.

Sec. 17708. (1) "Preceptor™ means a pharmacist approved by
the board to direct the training of an intern in an approved
pharmacy.

(2) "Prescriber" means a licensed dentist, a licensed
doctor of ALLOPATHIC medicine, a licensed doctor of osteopathic

medicine, eme—surgery;—a licensed doctor of podiatric medicine



and surgery, a licensed optometrist certified under part 174 to

administer and prescribe therapeutic pharmaceutical agents, A
LICENSED PHYSICIAN ASSISTANT, A LICENSED ADVANCED PRACTICE

REGISTERED NURSE, a licensed veterinarian, or another licensed
health professional acting under the delegation and using,
recording, or otherwise indicating the name of the delegating

licensed doctor of ALLOPATHIC medicine or licensed doctor of

osteopathic medicine. amg—sSturgery—

OTHER KEY AMENDMENTS

- Remove supervision and delegation provisions in law

- Remove physician/PA ratio language from the statute
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