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 Good afternoon. My name is Kim Molitor and I am the President & Chief Executive Officer 

of Wolverine Power Marketing Cooperative (WPMC), which is located in Cadillac, Michigan. I 

would like to express my thanks to Chairman Nofs and Committee Members for allowing WPMC to 

testify today regarding the Choice provisions of Senate Bill (SB) 437 (S-1). 

Background 

 WPMC is a member-owned, Michigan-based alternative electric supplier (AES) licensed by 

the Michigan Public Service Commission (MPSC) to participate in Michigan’s Electric Choice 

program (Choice). WPMC, which has been serving members in Choice since 2001, is one of the 

owners of Wolverine Power Cooperative—a Michigan-based generation and transmission 

cooperative serving seven members-owners, including two AES members. WPMC, whose member-

owners’ have saved nearly $100 million in power supply savings since 2001, serves some of 

Michigan’s leading companies including WestRock, Dow Chemical, Amway, General Mills, and 

Herman Miller to name a few. WPMC is a member of the Michigan Electric Cooperative 

Association.  

Comments re Choice 

 WPMC supports many of the changes in energy policy contemplated in SB 437 S-1 and 

appreciates the leadership and commitment of the Committee and the energy policy workgroup 

during an important time for all Michigan utilities and consumers.  WPMC believes that two specific 

areas of SB 437 (S-1) related to Choice can be modified to strengthen the overall package. These 

include:  

1. AES capacity prepayment requirement; and 

2. Retail Choice contracts filed at MPSC.  

AES Capacity Prepayments 

 WPMC is also concerned regarding the existence of sufficient future capacity in the 

Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) footprint and, in particular, Michigan. We 
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concur that all AES companies should be required to ensure that sufficient capacity has been 

procured to meet total load requirements. WPMC has been following this practice since it began 

serving members in 2001 through Choice.  

The language as drafted is punitive and not feasible for any Choice supplier. The capacity 

prepayment requirement is focused solely on AES companies and is not standard utility practice. A 

utility in the MISO footprint proves sufficient capacity in one of two way:  by either participating in 

MISO’s capacity auction or by submitting a fixed resource plan to demonstrate that the utility has 

sufficient capacity to meet its load plus reserve margin requirements for the upcoming planning year.  

WPMC is recommending that all AES companies be required to follow the standard utility 

practice MISO requires of all utilities in its footprint discussed above to assure sufficient capacity for 

the upcoming planning year.    

AES Choice Retail Contracts 

The retail contract between an AES and its retail customer contains commercially sensitive 

information that would competitively disadvantage both the AES and its customers; furthermore, 

these entities are non-regulated, private companies. Many of WPMC’s members, and other 

companies participating in Choice, are competing in the global marketplace and access to this 

commercially-sensitive information by a competitor could be devastating to the competitiveness of 

Michigan-based businesses.   

WPMC is recommending that these retail contracts not be filed with the MPSC and instead 

that AES companies be required to prove they have procured sufficient capacity to meet total 

contracted load by filing prospective capacity reports with the MPSC similar to those filed by all 

other Michigan utilities. 

Closing 

WPMC believes the legislation contemplated in SB 437 (S-1) is a strong package that can be 

further strengthened with small but essential changes as it pertains to Choice. WPMC would 

welcome the opportunity to share these suggested language revisions with Chairman Nofs and his 

staff at your convenience. 

In closing, I would like to thank Chairman Nofs and each of the Members of the Senate 

Energy & Technology Committee for the opportunity to testify before you today. I would be happy 

to answer any questions that you might have. 


