< over80% of the peliets were ‘shipp
- ‘customers with facilities in Michigan, .ndlana Ohio, Kentucky, and: Canada would be left wzthout ‘L

' Cilﬁs sh;pped approxzmately 27 mt“l. onhs of iron ore on’ the‘Great Lakes in 2014 Of this: total
rough the Soo Locks: Shoutd the focks fail; Cliffs’

. ‘the critical raw material they require to ensure continued operatlon-_of'-thelr blast furnaces.
_There is madequate rail capacity to accommodate the tonnages that currently flow through the
‘Soo Locks and; in many instances, mtegrated steel mllls lack adequate conflgurattons to

: support dellvery of pellets V|a rail.

Current[y, there are two Iocks 'at the. Soo capable of accommodating large bulk carriers, the
MacArthur Lock and the.Poe Lock.- The MacArthur Lock, constructed in 1943, is only able to
transit vessels less that are less than 800 ff. x-80 ft. - The larger Poe Lock, constructed in 1896
and last rehabilitated in 1968, is the sole tock-.a'sset at theSoo that is capable of transiting the = - B
larger 1,000-foot bulk carriers. Upwards of 70% of Great Lakes shipping capacity is attributable RO
‘to the 1,000-foot vessels. Moreover, approximately one-third of Cliffs’ pellets:which were O
transported through the Soo Locks were loaded on carriers that could only pass through the

Poe Lock.
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