
 
 

MEMBERS: 
SENATOR JUDY EMMONS,  VICE CHAIR 

SENATOR DALE ZORN 

SENATOR PATRICK COLBECK 

SENATOR DAVID KNEZEK,  MIN. VICE CHAIR 

 

THE SENATE 
VETER ANS,  M IL ITARY AFF AI RS      

AND  HOMELAND SECURI TY 

COMMITTEE 

SEN ATOR  M ARG ARET O’ BRIEN  
CH AI R

 

 910 FARNUM BUILDING 

P.O. BOX 30036 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7536 

PHONE: (517) 373-5100 

FAX: (517) 373-5115 

 

 
 

VETERANS, MILITARY AFFAIRS AND  
HOMELAND SECURITY COMMITTEE  

 MINUTES 
 

February 26, 2015 
  
A meeting of the Senate Veterans, Military Affairs and Homeland Security Committee was scheduled for 
Thursday, February 26, 2015 at 2:00 p.m., in room 110 of the Farnum Building.  
____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1) Reported SB  6  with recommendation for referral to the Finance Committee. 
2) Reported SB 52 (S-1) with recommendation and immediate effect. 

____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Chair O’Brien called the meeting to order at 2:01 p.m. 
 
At the time the roll was called, the following members were present: Senators O’Brien (C), Emmons, 
Zorn, Colbeck.   
 
Senator Emmons made a motion to adopt the minutes of the January 29, 2015 meeting. Being no 
objection, the motion prevailed. 
 
The Chair announced Senate Bill 6 was being added to the agenda, and she would be recommending the 
bill be referred to the Senate Finance Committee.  
 
Sen. Zorn made a motion to report Senate Bill 6 with recommendation that the bill be referred to the 
Senate Finance Committee. 
 Yeas: Sens. O’Brien (C), Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck 
 Nays: None  
The motion prevailed and the bill was reported. 
 
The Chair announced the next order of business was Senate Bill 52.  Sen. Stamas and Jason Allen from 
the Michigan Veteran Affairs Agency gave members an overview of Senate Bill 52, and explained there 
was an S-1 substitute before them. 
 
Senator Knezek arrived at 2:03 p.m. 
 



 
Senate Veterans, Military Affairs and Homelands Security Committee 
February 26, 2015 
Page 2 of 2 
 
 
The following individuals submitted testimony cards to indicate their position but did not wish to speak 
regarding SB 52: 

- M. Stephen Meredith, Veterans of Foreign Wars – Support  
- Lino B. Pretto, Purple Heart Foundation – Support  
- Mark Sutton, American Legion Department of Michigan – Support  

 
Being no further testimony, Sen. Emmons made a motion to adopt the (S-1) version of Senate Bill 52. 

Yeas: Sens. O’Brien (C), Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck, Knezek 
Nays: None  

The motion prevailed and the substitute was adopted. 
 
Sen. Knezek made a motion to report the (S-1) version of Senate Bill 52 with recommendation that it 
pass. 

Yeas: Sens. O’Brien (C), Emmons, Zorn, Colbeck, Knezek 
Nays: None  

The motion prevailed and the bill was reported. 
 
Sen. Colbeck moved to recommend immediate effect for Senate Bill 52. Without objection, immediate 
effect was recommended. 
 
The Chair invited the following Veterans Service Organizations to offer presentations to the committee: 

- Paul McIvor and Brian Colzer, Veterans of Foreign Wars 
- Norm Phaff and Bill Traylor, National Commandant Marine Corps League  

 
Being no further business, the Chair adjourned the meeting at 2:31 p.m., without objection. 
 
Date Adopted by Committee:     March 5, 2015 
 
An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 


