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SENATE MICHIGAN COMPETITIVENESS COMMITTEE 

 
MINUTES 

December 2, 2015 
 

The Senate Michigan Competitiveness Committee held a meeting on Wednesday, December 2, 2015 at 8:30 
a.m. in the Senate Hearing Room in the Boji Tower. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The agenda summary is as follows: 
1) SB 616 – Testimony only 
2) SB 617 – Testimony only 
3) SB 618 – Testimony only 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:37 a.m.  
 
Attendance was recorded as follows: 
Present:  Senators Shirkey(C), Robertson, Proos, Warren 
Excused:  Senator Stamas 
 
Senator Proos made a motion to adopt the minutes from the October 7, 2015 meeting.  Being no objection, the 
minutes were adopted.  
 
The Chair announced Senate Bills 616-618 were the next order of business.  Senators Schuitmaker, MacGregor, 
and Hildenbrand gave members a brief overview of the bills.  
 
The following individuals testified before members to indicate their position on SBs 616-618 

 Yan Ness, CEO Online Tech, Michigan Data Center Alliance—Support  
 Jason Mendenhall, Switch—Support  
 Steve York, Secure-24—Support 
 Pat O’Day, Bluelock/Switch—Support  
 Charles Owens, National Federation of Independent Business—Oppose (could support with changes) 
 Jeremy Hendges, Department of Talent & Economic Development—No position taken 
 Birjt Klohs, The Right Place—Support  
 Tricia Kinley, Michigan Chamber—Oppose 
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The Chair announced an additional meeting scheduled for the following morning where testimony would 
continue.  
 
Being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting, without objection, at 9:58 a.m. 
     
Date Approved:  February 24, 2016    

 


