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SENATE MICHIGAN COMPETITIVENESS COMMITTEE 

MINUTES 
 

October 7, 2015 
 

The Senate Michigan Competitiveness Committee held a meeting on Wednesday, October 7, 2015 at 8:30 a.m. 
in the Senate Hearing Room in the Boji Tower. 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The agenda summary is as follows: 
 

1) Presentation on the Competitive Status of Michigan’s Food and Agriculture Industry: Focus on Land    
  based Aquaculture. 
 
  By: Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
         Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
         Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 8:36 a.m.  
 
Attendance was recorded as follows: 
Present:  Senators Shirkey(C), Stamas, Robertson, Proos, Warren 
Excused:  None 
 
Senator Warren made a motion to adopt the minutes from the June 11, 2015 meeting.  Being no objection, the 
motion prevailed.  
 
The Chairman invited the following people to give a presentation on the Competitive Status of Michigan’s Food 
and Agriculture Industry: Focus on Land based Agriculture: 
David Diedler, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
Jodi Gruner, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development 
Ed Eisch, Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
Christine Alexander, Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
 
Senator Proos joined the meeting at 8:46 a.m. 
 
Senator Stamas joined the meeting at 8:57 a.m. 
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The following individuals testified before the committee regarding their position on the presentation:  

 Dan Vogler, Harrietta Hills Trout Farm 
 Owen Ballow, Indian Brook Trout Farm Inc. 
 Eugene Tuma, Aquaculture Developments LLC. 
 Dr. Chris Weeks, Michigan State University  

 
Being no further business, the Chairman adjourned the meeting, without objection, at 9:48 a.m. 
     
Date Approved:  December 2, 2015     
 
An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 

 


