
 
 

MEMBERS: 
SEN. PATRICK COLBECK,  MAJ. VICE CHAIR 

SEN. JUDY EMMONS 

SEN. MIKE SHIRKEY 

SEN. MORRICE HOOD III, MIN. VICE CHAIR 

 

THE SENATE 
COMMITTEE ON ELECTIONS AND  

GOVERNMENT REFORM 

SEN ATOR  D AVI D ROBERTSON  
CH AI R 

 

305 FARNUM 

P.O. BOX 30036 

LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909-7536 

PHONE: (517) 373-1636 

FAX: (517) 373-1453 

 
 

Senate Committee on Elections and Government Reform 
June 4, 2015 

 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Elections and Government Reform was held on 
Thursday, June 4, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 402 and 403 of the Capitol Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:00 a.m. 
 
Members present: Senators Robertson, Colbeck and Emmons   
Members excused: Senators Shirkey and Hood  
 
 
The Chairman called the meeting to order and announced the order of business for the meeting. 
 
The Chairman directed the committee to stand at ease at 9:00 a.m. 
 
The Chairman called the committee back to order at 9:11 a.m. 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to adopt the minutes from May 14, 2015. Senator Colbeck so 
moved, without objection the minutes were adopted. 
 
The Chairman invited Representative Lyons to give an overview of House Bills 4271-4274, 4276 
and 4385.  
 
The following people testified on House Bills 4271-4274, 4276 and 4385: 
Mike Batterbee, Michigan Secretary of State - support 
 
The following people turned in a card to indicate their position on House Bills 4271-4274, 4276 
and 4385: 
Mary Hollinrake, Michigan Association of County Clerks – support (4271-4274) 
Tom Frazier, Michigan Townships Association – support (4271-4274, 4276, 4385) 
Chris Swope, Michigan Association of Municipal Clerks – support (4271-4276, 4385) 
 
 



The Chairman entertained a motion to report House Bill 4271 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. Senator Colbeck so moved, the motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4271, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
The Chairman made a motion to report House Bill 4272 with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4272, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to report House Bill 4273 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. Senator Emmons so moved, the motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4273, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
The Chairman entertained a motion to report House Bill 4274 with the recommendation that the 
bill then pass. Senator Colbeck so moved, the motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4274, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 



The Chairman made a motion to report House Bill 4276 with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4276, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
The Chairman made a motion to report House Bill 4385 with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for House Bill 4385, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
The Chairman gave an overview of Senate Bill 110.  
 
The following individuals testified on Senate Bill 110: 
J. David VanderVeen, self – support  
Paul Welday, Advance Oakland – support 
 
The following people turned in a card to indicate their position on Senate Bill 110: 
Mike Batterbee, Michigan Secretary of State – Neutral 
 
The Chairman made a motion to excuse absent members, without objection they were excused. 
 
The Chairman made a motion to report Senate Bill 110 with the recommendation that the bill 
then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed 
to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Robertson, Colbeck, Emmons, (3/5) 
Nays: none (0/5) 
Excused: Senators Shirkey, Hood (2/5) 
 
The Chairman made a motion to recommend immediate effect for Senate Bill 110, without 
objection, immediate effect was recommended. 
 
 
With no further business before the committee, the Chairman adjourned the meeting at 9:26 a.m. 
 



Date Approved by Committee: 6/30/2015 
 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 
 
 
 
 


