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Good morning. My name is Ashley Forsberg and I am a

registered nurse at Sparrow Hospital here in Lansing.

Last night I found out that my friend has just discovered that
she may have cancer. This is a woman who is already in debt
from going back to school for her Masters. She does not have
insurance. Her primary doctor wants her to get a biopsy of the
mass and referred her for an urgent colonoscopy but having no
other insurance other than county assistance, the specialist
says they’ll get her in when there’s a cancellation. Meanwhile,
she sits and waits worrying about her health and about how

she can afford any treatment.

Why would you limit peoples’ ability to get health care that
they desperately need? My friend is not a freeloader. She
works two jobs and is working on passing her boards to be an
occupational therapist. How can you look at her or anybody
with that diagnosis and tell her,” You have 48 months to pull

yourself together.”



She has no idea what the treatment will be, she knows she’ll
have to have surgery; she has no idea if she’ll need
chemotherapy or radiation. How is she going to pay for all
that? Medicaid is the only resource. Meanwhile, she may be
watching her life slipping away and all she is can wait and
worry. In 2007, 62% of bankruptcies were tied to medical

expenses and that number continues to rise.!

A new study? that was done in the state of Washington found
that people with cancer are twice as likely to file bankruptcy
and that number is 10 times larger in the older population. My
friend is 48 years old. Even if she is successful in beating the
cancer, she will so in debt that she will never see the light at

the end of the tunnel.

Many of your families probably shop at Wal-Mart, whose
owners have more wealth than the bottom 40% of Americans.3
Did you know that full-time workers at Wal-Mart earn an
average of $8.81 an hour? Their benefits are so poor that many

Wal-Mart employees are on public assistance.



So are you saying that the people who stock Wal-Mart's shelves
and clean the floors and run the cash register are some of those
people who need to “get back on their feet?” I assume they fit

your definition of “able bodied.”

All Medicaid expansion does is level the playing field between
those of us who are lucky enough to work jobs that offer health
care benefits and good salaries and the equally important
Michigan residents who don’t live in that world. Everyone in
Michigan deserves the ability to receive medical care. The idea
that people who have to choose between food and medicine
should be expected to pay on an escalating scale for a basic
right to health care is ridiculous. If they received a decent wage
and health benefits, we wouldn’t be having this conversation
and we could use Medicaid for the people who actually need

the help such as children or people with disabilities.

[ invite you to come and spend 24 hours at any Emergency
Department in this state and you'll discover that a completely
different world exists than the one that you and I live in. You
cannot imagine until you've seen it on a daily basis what
hurting people in Michigan go through trying to find health

care for themselves and their children.



[ understand that one of your “solutions” is to have people
make “less-costly” choices by going to an urgent care center

rather than an emergency room.

You ask a person who's on Medicaid how well that will work
and they will burst into laughter and throw their hands into
the air. Do you know why? There are no urgent care services in
Lansing that even take Medicaid plus the ones that we have

don’t stay open past 9:00 pm.

Right now, if you call a physician and tell them you're on
Medicaid, suddenly the physician isn’t taking new patients. It’s
almost impossible to find a dentist who takes Medicaid
patients. I have seen an increase in oral surgeries at the
hospital because patients are not receiving oral care in our

community.

You are congratulating yourselves that you've created a “plan
written by Michiganders for Michiganders.” It’s pretty obvious
that the Michiganders that I see are not the Michiganders you
profess to know or understand. Do not assume that these
people are looking for a handout. They’re not. They're looking
for hope.
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