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Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Environment and Great Lakes 
Minutes 

 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Natural Resources, Environment and Great Lakes was held Thursday, February 
14, 2013 at 9:00 a.m. in Room 210 of the Farnum Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
Members present: Senators Casperson, Pavlov, Green, Kowall, Meekhof, Warren, Hood 
Members excused: none 
 
 
Senator Casperson called the meeting to order and led committee and audience members in reciting the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  
 
Senator Casperson welcomed those in attendance in Lansing as well as those attending the meeting via video-
conferencing from the Upper Peninsula.  
 
Senator Casperson announced the order of business for the day: 
 
Adopt Minutes 
 
SB 78  Sen. Casperson Natural resources; wildlife; designation of biodiversity areas; prohibit by DNR and 

remove biological diversity from list of state forest management goals. 
 
 
Senator Pavlov moved to adopt the minutes from January 31, 2013 with unanimous consent. Without objection, the 
minutes were adopted. 
 
Senator Casperson placed before the committee Senate Bill 78 (Sen. Casperson) for testimony only.   
 
 
The following people testified on Senate Bill 78 and answered questions from committee members: 

 Jeremy Emmi, citizen—Neutral 
 Anthony Hall, citizen—Support 
 Suzanne Dixon, League of Women Voters of Michigan—Oppose 
 Jim Hoy, citizen—Support 
 Judy Kelly, Michigan Botanical Club—Oppose 
 Jon Lamy, citizen—Support  

 
Senator Hood entered the committee room at 9:15 a.m. 
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The following people submitted cards, but did not testify, on Senate Bill 78: 

 Jack Schmitt, Michigan League of Conservation Voters—Oppose 
 Gary Melow, Michigan Biomass—Neutral 
 Judy Augenstein, Michigan Association of Timbermen—Support 
 Judy Augenstein, Great Lakes Timber Professionals—Support 
 Emily Nietering, Michigan Botanical Club—Oppose 
 Kent Wood, Michigan United Conservation Clubs—Neutral 
 Meredeth Crane, Michigan State University Fisheries & Wildlife Undergraduate student—Oppose 
 Suzan Cambell, citizen—Oppose 
 Mike Berkowitz, Michigan Sierra Club—Oppose  

 
Senator Green entered the committee room at 9:40 a.m. 
 
Senator Casperson announced that, due to time constraints, those who were still wishing to speak but had not yet been 
given a chance would be first on the list to speak at the next committee meeting on the bill. 
 
Senator Casperson adjourned the committee at 9:55 a.m. 
  
 
 
Date Approved by Committee: February 21, 2013 
 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 


