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Senate Committee on Judiciary 
Minutes 

 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Judiciary was held on Tuesday, October 29, 2013, at 2:30 
p.m. in Room 110 of the Farnum Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:33 p.m. 
 
Members present: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca and Bieda 
Members excused: None 
 
 
Senator Jones called the meeting to order and announced the order of business for the meeting: 
 
SB 652 (Sen. Jones) – Courts; judges; court of claims; provide for certain number of court of 
appeals judges to serve as court of claims judges, and expand jurisdiction. 
 
SB 653 (Sen. Jones) – Courts; judges; revise number of judgeships in compliance with state 
court administrator's office judges' report; require, and provide for the consolidation of certain 
courts. 
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved to adopt the minutes from October 22, 2013 with unanimous 
consent.  Without objection, the minutes were adopted. 
 
The Chairman explained SB 652 and answered questions for committee members. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards wishing to speak concerning SB 652: 

 Robert LaBrant, Sterling Corporation – Support  
 Bruce Timmons, Citizen – Oppose  

 
The following people submitted testimony cards but did not wish to speak concerning SB 652: 

 Sarah Lollio, Attorney General’s Office – Support  
 



Senator Jones moved that the Jones Amendment be adopted to Senate Bill 652. The motion 
prevailed by an affirmative vote of the majority of the members appointed to and serving on the 
committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Excused: Senator (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved that Senate Bill 652 be reported out of committee as amended as a clean 
substitute with the recommendation that the bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an 
affirmative vote of a majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting 
as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca (3/4) 
Nays: Bieda (1/4) 
Pass: none (0) 
Excused: Senator (0) 
 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the 
committee further recommended that Senate Bill 652 be given immediate effect by unanimous 
consent. 
 
The following people submitted testimony cards wishing to speak concerning SB 653: 

 Joe Baumann, Supreme Court and State Court Administrative Office – Support  
 Dawn Monk, Supreme Court and State Court Administrative Office – Support 
 Laura Hutzel, Supreme Court and State Court Administrative Office – Support 
 Chief Judge M. Randall Jurrens, Saginaw County District Court – Oppose  
 Judge Fred Borchard, Saginaw Bench 10th Circuit Court – Oppose  

 
Senator Schuitmaker explained the S-1 Substitute to SB 653 and answered questions for 
committee members. 
 
Senator Jones moved that the S-1 Substitute be adopted to Senate Bill 653. The motion prevailed 
by an affirmative vote of the majority of the members appointed to and serving on the 
committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca, Bieda (4/4) 
Nays: none (0) 
Pass: none (0) 
Excused: Senator (0) 
 
Senator Schuitmaker moved that Senate Bill 653 be reported out of committee with the 
recommendation that the bill then pass. The motion prevailed by an affirmative vote of a 
majority of the members appointed to and serving on the committee, voting as follows: 
Yeas: Senators Jones, Schuitmaker, Rocca (3/4) 
Nays: Bieda (1/4) 
Pass: none (0) 
Excused: Senator (0) 



 
Senator Jones moved the committee recommend immediate effect.  Without objection, the 
committee further recommended that Senate Bill 653 be given immediate effect by unanimous 
consent. 
 
With no further business before the committee, Senator Jones adjourned the committee without 
objection at 3:37 p.m. 
 
Date Approved by Committee: November 5, 2013 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 


