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MINUTES 
 

A meeting of the Senate Economic Development Committee was held on Wednesday, April 25, 2012, at 1:00 p.m. in the 
Farnum Building, Room 110. 
 
Senator Kowall called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 
 
Attendance was recorded as follows: 
Present:  Kowall (C), Hildenbrand, Nofs, Emmons, Hansen, Hunter and Smith 
Excused:  None 
 
Senator Kowall announced the order of business: 

• SB 94  (Sen. Rocca) Worker's compensation; disabilities; occupational cancer; provide presumption for 
certain firefighters regarding. 

 
Senator Kowall placed before the committee Senate Bill 94 (Sen. Rocca) for testimony.  Senator Rocca explained 
the bill and answered questions from committee members. 
 
The following persons testified on Senate Bill 94 and answered questions from the committee members: 

• Samantha Harkins & Mike Forster, representing the Michigan Municipal League—Oppose 
• Tom Frazier, representing the Michigan Townships Association—Concerns 
• Mary Kathryn Moreno, representing the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 421—Support  
• Dan McNamara, representing the Detroit Fire Fighters Association—Support 
• Eric Weber, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support (Organization also 

submitted documents on file with the clerk) 
 
The following persons submitted cards, but did not with to testify, on Senate Bill 94: 

• Steve Heim, representing the Lincoln Park Fire Fighters—Support 
• Rusty Merchant, representing the Michigan Insurance Coalition—Oppose 
• Pete Kuhnmuench, representing the Insurance Institute of Michigan—Oppose (Organization also submitted 

documents on file with clerk) 
• Teresa Sanderfer, representing the Detroit Fire Fighters—Support 
• George Carr, representing the Property Casualty Insurance Association—Oppose 
• Don Bigger, representing the Michigan Fire Instructors Association—Support 
• Chief Jon Ichesco, representing the Michigan Fire Inspectors Society—Support 
• Chief Dave Purchase, representing the Michigan Association of Fire Chiefs (Organization also submitted 

documents on file with the clerk) 
• Aileen Pettinger, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Chris Reynolds, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Jim Leve, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Dave Weisenberg, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 



• Daniel Dawe, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Chris Lake, representing the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 421—Support 
• Cliff Van Deusen II, representing the Grand Ledge Fire Fighters Local 2627—Support 
• Michael Keller, representing the AFL-CIO MI—Support 
• Wendy Block, representing the Michigan Chamber of Commerce—Oppose (Organization also submitted 

documents on file with the clerk) 
 
The following persons submitted cards wishing to testify, but due to time constraints were unable to, on Senate Bill 
94: 

• Mark Docherty, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Christopher Slezak, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 
• Jim Moreno, representing the International Association of Fire Fighters Local 421—Support 
• Eric C. Post, representing the Michigan Professional Fire Fighters Union—Support 

 
Being no further business before the committee, Senator Kowall adjourned the meeting without objection at 1:57 
p.m. 
 
Date approved by the Committee: May 1, 2012 
 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 


