P.O. Box 27187
1213 Center St.
Lansing, MI 48909

www.michigantrails.org ~ Phone: 517-485-6(022 Fax: 517-347-8145

November 29, 2011

The Honorable Mike Nofs

Chairman, Senate Energy and Technology Committee
And Honorable Committee Members:
Senator John Proos

Senator Rick Jones

Senator Jim Marleau

Senator Tonya Schuitmaker

Senator Howard Walker

Senator Hoon-Yung Hopgood
Senator Steven Bieda

Senator Coleman Young, IT-

Dear Mr. Chairman and Commiitee Members,

Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance (MTGA) appreciates the opportunity to comment on Senate Bill 499,
before today’s Senate Energy and Technology Committee. MTGA supports the concept of the bill which is to
facilitate telecommunications easements on our state’s rail-trails by making revisions to rate, timeline, and
procedure. With the use of trail corridors cutting diagonally across property rather than road right of way bordering
around property lines, telecommunications providers would save labor, materials, time and dollats overall. This
would enable more comprehensive coverage and deliver today’s much needed advances in the industry to even the
most remote corners of our state. We sense that this could contribute to increased prosperity and revitalization for
Michigan. However, as with many new proposals, “the devil is in the details”.

We are registering some concerns today with the price that has been delineated in the bill. The research we have
done indicates that most of the states around Michigan (Ohio, Tllinois, and Indiana for example) charge for such
easements on a case by case basis, in accordance with the fair market value of the land and in all the cases we
checked, at a much higher rate. MTGA also recognizes that the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund has
invested a considerable amount of grant dollars into acquiring these corridors and that the value of these grants
relative to the land used for these new easements should be fairly compensated and perhaps even repurposed to

* acquire critical missing links within our state trail system. (As you may know, many of the state-owned trails in the
Upper Peninsula contain multiple segments which are only easements across private property, renewed
pericdically.) We appreciate the fact that the bill does set up a trails and greenways fund that will eventually
receive the fees from easement agreements. We belicve the trail users we represent would also support this concept,
but again, the rate should be adjusted upward. :

With a little more time and research, MTGA is willing to continue to work with the telecommunications industry on
a successful resolution to these issues. We believe trails are an important asset to our state which can serve multiple
purposes in addition to recreation and non-motorized transportation. They can be important economic development

corridors as well, and we are anxious to help make that happen.

Sincerely,

Nancy Krupiarz
Executive Director

Ce: Senator Tom Casperson

Affiliated with The Michigan Fitness Foundation




