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Senate Committee on Local Government and Elections 

 
A meeting of the Senate Committee on Local Government and Elections was held on 
Wednesday, July 13, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in Room 100 of the Farnum Building. 
 
The meeting was called to order at 2:05 p.m. 
 
Members present: Senators Robertson, Hansen, Brandenburg and Young 
Members excused: none 
 
 
Senator Robertson called the meeting to order. 
 
Senator Robertson announced the agenda for the day: 
 
SB 395  Sen. 

Robertson 
Counties; boards and commissions; act authorizing a county to levy 
a special tax or appropriate from the county general fund for the 
purpose of advertising agricultural advantages; repeal. 

 
 
Senator Brandenburg moved to adopt the minutes from June 21, 2011 by unanimous consent.  
By unanimous consent, the minutes were adopted.   
 
Senator Robertson placed before the committee Senate Bill 395 (Sen. Robertson).  
 
Senator Robertson testified in explanation of his bill. 
 
Those submitting cards, but not wishing to testify, on Senate Bill 395 were as follows: 

•  Kirk Profit, representing Washtenaw County, Ann Arbor, and Ypsilanti—Oppose 
• Sandra Gower, representing Ingham County—Oppose 
• Jim Wheeler, representing Greater Gratiot Development—Oppose 
• Tom Coon, representing the MSU Agriculture Extension—Oppose  
• Brian Anderson, representing the Middle Michigan Development Corporation—Oppose 

 
 



The following testified on Senate Bill 395 and answered questions from committee members: 
• Rebecca Park, representing the Michigan Farm Bureau—Support 
• John Ochs, resident of Ann Arbor—Support 
• Kenny Siler, representing the Washtenaw County Farm Bureau—Support 
• David Bajema, representing the Department of Agriculture and Rural Development—

Neutral 
• Deena Bosworth, representing the Michigan Association of Counties—Oppose 
• Paul Krutko, representing Ann Arbor SPARK—Oppose (Also submitted written 

testimony on file with clerk) 
• Bob Barker, representing the Mason County Growth Alliance—Oppose  
• Jeff Anderson, representing the Gratiot County Board of Commissioners—Oppose 
• Donald Schurr, representing Greater Gratiot Development Inc.—Oppose (Also submitted 

written testimony on file with clerk) 
• Phillip Moore, representing the City of Alma—Oppose (Also submitted written 

testimony on file with clerk) 
• Chelsey Foster, representing the City of Ithaca—Oppose 
• Nicole Frost, representing Gratiot County—Oppose 
• William Henderson, representing the Gratiot Area Chamber of Commerce—Oppose 
• Andy Schor, representing the Michigan Municipal League—Oppose 

 
Senator Robertson announced that another hearing on this bill would be forthcoming. 
 
Senator Robertson adjourned the committee without objection at 3:10 p.m.   
 
_____9/14/11_____________ 
Date Approved by Committee 
 
 
 
**An audio recording of this committee meeting is available upon request for a minimal fee. 
 


