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Cha.lrman George Members of the Comm1ttee Cltrzens and ColIeagues

' Thank you for the opportumty to testify today on Senate Bill 681, a brll to amend 1978 -
~ PA 368, entitled “Public. Health Code” by amendmg section 5133 (MCL 333. 5 133),as -
- amended by PA 420

1 come here today-as an mdrvrdual publrc health professronal to. provrde thlS testrmony
Our Association (the Michigan Association for Local Public Health) has nottakena .
formal position on this bill, but could do so within the next 2-3 weeks, upon request by
* the Senate Health Pohoy Cormmttee ‘

' Upon review of the proposed bill T offer the followmg comments: : )
- e Thebill offers changes to HIV testing procedures whereby a physrc1an or other -

designated health professmnal may order an HIV test mthout recelvmg writen =~

. informed consent.
» Consent is assumed unless declined in wrrtmg by the test sub_]ect

* A provision to decline the test in writing is mcluded as part of the bill wﬂh a form o

to be developed by the Department
- ® The bill includes provisions for'a pamphlet to be made avarlable for test subjects
* outlining the HIV testing procedures.
o Thisis essentially a change from the current methodology of. “optmg in” or
L consentmg to HIV testing to “optmg out” for I-IIV testmg

This bill. Would most hkely prowde for. addltronal HIV testing in Mlchrgan a desare ofthe
* Centers of Disease Control, as well as the Michigan Department of Community Health
* and local publrc heaIth Junsdrctrons Testing is an 1mp0rtant techmque for early detectron
‘of HIV. _ , ‘

' ',Provrsmns to decline the HIV testing are included in the b111 and while I’m not an
attorney, these provrslons would seem to satrsfy the need to protect the rights of the test
sub]ects -



Court ordered HIV testing, another option available to mandate HIV testing of certain
individuals, does not seem to be addressed in this bill.

This bill would seem to have merit and T support passage of SB 681.

Thank you for the work you do on behalf on the great State of Michig’aﬁ.

Very truly yours,

C N D

C. Michael Krecek RS, MA
Director/Health Officer
Midland County Department of Public Health

mkrecek@co.midland.mi.us
(989) 837-6574

The Michigan Association for Local Public Health Michigan (MALPH) represents the 45
city, county, and district health departments providing public health services to
Michigan’s 83 counties with offices in Lansing, Michigan.
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THE ROLE oF LOCAL HEALTH .DEP-A,R'TM_ENTS

" This fact sheet briefly describes what every person, regardless of where they live; can reasonably expect
from their local health department (LHD). LHDs protect and improve community well-being by preventing
~ disease, illness and injury and impacting social, economic and environmental factors fundamental to
~ excellent health. The LHD is the foundation of the local public health system that comprises public- and
* private-sector health care providers, academia, business, the media, and other local and state governmental
entities. Adapting to local circuristances, LHDs vary m the strategles and tactics used to protect and
_ ‘Improve community well- bemg : -

. Traek and mvesngate health prablems and hazards in the community. LHDs gather and analyze data
_on the community’s health to determine risks and problems This information drives spec1flc programs -
. and activities designed to control multiple threats: both communicable and chronic diseases; food, watet; .
insect and other “vector-borne” cutbreaks; bielogical, chemical and radiological hazards; and public
: health diSastefs ' - ' : |

L. Prepare for and respond to publw health emergenc:es As aresult of extenswe and ongoing :
preparation, LHDs respond quickly and effecnvely to disease outbreaks and other public health events——
~ they are mtenswely trained to respond to increases in the incidence of diseases, natural disasters, and acts
- of terrorism. ‘They coordinate delivery of drugs, supplies, and provisions to victims and populatioris at :
. risk. They keep the public 1 mformed and serve as the network hub for commumty hospitals, phys1c:1ans '
. and other health care providers.

. Develap, apply and enforce polzczes, laws and regulations that improve health and ensure safety.
-Acting on their knowledge about their community, LHDs create data-driven pOllCleS to meet health
" needs and address emerging issues. They help craft sound health policies by prov1d1ng expertise to local,
state and federal decision makers. LHDs also inform 1nd1v1duals and orgamzauons about pubhc health
- laws while momtonng and enforcmg comphance

. Lead efforts to mobdzze communities around zmportant health issues. With local and state govemment

" agencies, businesses, schools, and the media, LHDs spearhead locally organized health promotion and
disease prevention campaigns and projects. They galvanize the community to tackle disease prevention
and personal health care needs. LHDs also educate and encourage people to lead healthy lives through
community forums public worksh0ps and presentauons and publlc service announcements

L Lmk people to health services. LHDs connect people with personal health services, including preventive
- and health promotion services, either in the community or as close to the community as possible. They
also advocate for development of needed programs and services in underserved populatlons and
conunuously monitor the quality and access:bﬂlty of public health services.

o Achieve excellence in public health pmctice through a trained workforce, evaluation, and evidence-

- based programs. LHDs recruit and develop skilled workers with expertise in core public health
competencies. They ensure that public health workers update their knowledge and skills through
continuing education, training and leadership development activities. They regularly evaluate the
effectiveness of all programs and activities using evidence-based standards and strive to adapt successful
interventions from other communities. :
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WHAT DOES THE LOCAL PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT
Do IN YOUR COMMUNITY"

INTRODUCTION

- To many people, pubhc health” is Just the medlcal care prov1cled to poor people at publtc health
clinics. Actually, that kind of service is just the tip of the iceberg. Public Health programs are -
responsible for the major increases in life span that developed countries have achieved. We enjoy

additional years of life because the public health system has controlled contagmus d1seases
1mproved samtatxon, and assured safe water supplies and food purity.

;WHA‘T Is PUBLIC HEALTH?-

_-Public Health isa complex system Wh.lCh protects people from unsafe or hazardous condxtlons and -
provides methods of promoting good health and preventing disease. Partners in this system include

- state and local health departments; commumty health centers; colleges and universities; schools;

- federal agencies; federal and state’ leglslatures commumty organtzanons the busmess commumty,
“and, of course, the public. : '

Public health fllIlCthl’lS are often grouped into three basw: areas - assessment asstlranee and policy |
development. While these terms are not well known; many of the funct10ns that are prov1ded under ‘
7 .them are probably familiar to most people. : :

Assessment functlons include determlnmg if a commumty has enough doctors, nurses and N
dentists; recording the number of births and deaths; tracking health trends; conductmg laboratory
- analyses; and evaluating the effectiveness of programs. Assessment programs primarily serve

as the mechamsm to determme 1f the total health system is workmg as well as it should

_ Assurance coversthose acttv1t1es that deal with makmg sure people shealth needs are safely and
effectively met. For example; government’s role in regulating, through licensure and inspection,
falls under this heading. Programs that provide education to both health care providers and the
- community are part of assurance as well. Finally, assurance includes providing med1cal dental
- and psycholog1cal services directly to the public. '

- Policy development pertains to the setttng of goals for health scrvices, developing performance
standards, determining priorities for the alfocation of resources, and planmng for systems tomeet
identified health needs. -Setting immunization standards for children is an example of public
policy development

The story of public health is one of success. The public can eat at restaurants anywhere in Michigan,
‘access health care, breathe clean air, work in a safe environment, and live without fear of catchmg
many diseases because our pubhc health, system is workmg -
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‘ Mlchtgau s governmental pubhc health systern is predlcated ona State-Local partnershrp Local L
,p’ubhc health’ departments rely on. ﬁnanc1al support from state government o prowde a bas1c set
~of mandated pubhc health setvices to all Mtchrgan resrdents Th1s basm set of services pr0v1des

an essent:lal pubhc health safety—net Dunng these tough econonuc umes, _the serv1ces we i
: provrde on’ 2 da11y bas1s to ch1ldren farruhes and our commumtres have never been 1n greater

2009 MALPH LEGISLATIVE'-;AGENDA

_ Promottng a strong system of locaI publtc health departments that assures healthy outcomes and o
- iS T sponsrve to. ernergtng commumty needs, 5 Lo g

. Ensure an économic: increase to Local Pubhc Health Operattons (LPHO) hne 1tem
Advocate for no: reducttons to- the 2010 MDCH Budget for publrc health programs .
:~ Mamtam state revenue: shartng payments counttes to protect publlc health serv1ces from
. ‘;further reducuon or ehrnmatron TR mT
_\'Create standardize coniract language between the state and local pubhc health L
'departments allowing Jocal health departments flexibility across state departments
'-(MDCH DEQ DNR) to leverage federal matchrng funds and maxrrruze local resources

Documentmg local pubhc health accountabthty e T S G N
‘o Create-an annual report demonstratmg the effectlveness and outcomes of state w1de local R

B "_rpubhc health 0perat1ons services.- AR N B ‘ i ::

. '-'Re-estabhsh an‘annual process for rev1ew1ng the current set of basrc health servrces to

. ensure that local pubhc health mandated servrces are focused on “today 87 .local pubhc
i health needs. - _ o e ' e

i -Collabotate Wrth the state to rdentlfy opportumttes and fundmg sources for new publtc R

'health programs to address unmet communrty needs RPN R e

: ,-'Partnermg Wlth state government to promote mttratwes that wrll 1mprove the pubhc § health

S Implement a complete ban on indoor: smokrng in the workplace R
- Expand local control in the regulatlon of tobacco products T AR
" Increase tobacco settlement resources for evrdence based actrvrttes aJmed at reducmg

'-'tobacco use and other chromc drsease nsk factors R : i Sl

. -f*fSupport county health plans as-an 1mportant part of the somal safety net _

-'a.MamtaJn state programs desrgned to prov1de health coverage to chrldren ERCAE
| ,.Pa_rtner w1th the state to reduce chromc dtsease throu gh healthy hfestyle pro grams
E'Enhance the local pubhc health role m Brownﬁeld redevelopment cleanup IR




